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O U R  V I S I O N

To create a botanical garden 

and conservatory of surpassing 

beauty that engages, enlightens 

and inspires people about 

plants and nature.

PRESIDENT’S NOTE

GET INVOLVED
TODAY AT

WaterfrontGardens.org

BECOME A MEMBER

VOLUNTEER

MAKE A DONATION

Dear Friends,

It’s been a busy few months for 
Botanica! Our board and volunteers 
have been hard at work, helping to 
raise awareness of our effort to build 
the Waterfront Botanical Gardens on 
the 22-acre site at the intersection of 
Frankfort Avenue and River Road.  

As you’ll see in “Spreading the Word” 
on page 7, we’ve gotten a lot of 
interest and support for the project 
from everyone we've meet. 

We’ve made a great deal of progress, 
but it’s only the beginning.  In order 

for our vision of the garden to grow, we need to plant the seeds of 
widespread community support. Getting that support takes enthusiastic 
individuals who believe in the cause and are willing to lend a hand. 

We would love to have your help. 

Your support is so critical to us at this early stage. Here are a few ways 
you can play a direct role in helping to create the garden:

•	 Volunteer	for	a	few	hours	at	one	of	Botanica's	awareness	
booths at a local festival

•	 Join	our	Outreach	or	Fundraising	Committees

•	 Become	a	member	to	show	your	support

•	 Make	a	tax-deductible	donation	to	help	fund	our	efforts

Many thanks for your support of Botanica – I hope to see you at our 
events in the future!

Best wishes,

Brian Voelker 
President, Board of Directors

P.S. Supporting Botanica is easy! To become a volunteer, join us as a 
member or make a donation, e-mail us at info@WaterfrontGardens.org, 
visit our web site at www.WaterfrontGardens.org or give us a call at 
(502) 276-5404.
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LOOK TO OhIO FOR hORTICULTURAL TOURISM 
DESTINATIONS BY ALExANDRA LuKEN

While we eagerly await the building of the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens, there are many local and regional 
destinations to satisfy your hunger for horticulture. Just 
up the river, Ohio boasts a wide variety of ornamental 
horticulture tourism opportunities that might be 
overlooked when planning weekend get-away trips. 
These destinations showcase the natural, historical and 
cultural features of Ohio’s major metropolitan areas, 
with a varied offering of public and private gardens, 
arboretums, conservatories, and zoological gardens.  

Conservatories are a big draw for both gardeners 
and butterfly aficionados, as the enclosed garden 
space provides the perfect venue for garden patrons 
to interact with butterflies close-up. This spring, 
The Krohn Conservatory in Cincinnati attracted the 
International Butterfly Show, which featured over 
16,000 butterflies representing over 100 species from 
Brazil. The two month exhibit attracted some 90,000 
visitors. Many other butterfly exhibits are offered at 
the Franklin Park Conservatory in Columbus, Cox's 
Arboretum and Gardens in Dayton, the Cincinnati Zoo 
Insectarium, the Cleveland Zoo Butterfly House and 
the Toledo Zoo.

While Cincinnati boasts six botanical garden sites 
within the metropolitan area, Columbus, Ohio, offers 
the most varied horticultural experiences. The Franklin 
Park Conservatory features a permanent Chihuly 
exhibit of glass sculpture in the garden, as well a 
Chihuly Resource Center. Downtown Columbus offers 
a stroll through a topiary park, depicting among other 
pieces, a topiary interpretation of Georges Seurat’s 
post-impressionist painting of “A Sunday Afternoon 
on the Isle of La Grande Jatte.” The Columbus Park of 
Roses, located just north of the Ohio State university 
campus, is perhaps one of the largest municipal 
rose gardens in the united States, showcasing more 
than 11,500 roses of over 400 varieties. A visit to the 
Heritage Garden at the Ohio Governor’s residence 
offers a garden tour featuring Ohio’s diverse native 
plants. The Chatwick Arboretum, Dawes Arboretum, 
and the Inniswood Metro Gardens, all located on the 
outskirts of Columbus, complete the city’s diverse 
horticultural offerings.

A complete listing of Ohio's conservatories, botanical 
gardens, arboretums and zoological gardens can be 
found on Botanica's blog at WaterfrontGardens.org.  
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On June 23, members of Botanica’s board of directors 
laced up their hiking boots and tromped around the 
22-acre site that is proposed to be the future home of 
the Waterfront Botanical Gardens at Frankfort Avenue 
and River Road.

The site tour provided a great opportunity for some of 
our newer board members to familiarize themselves with 

the site. It also helped refresh the memories of the rest 
of us and it gave us all a chance to visualize our ideas for 
the site. We identified many remarkable features of the 
site, including:

•	A	lovely	wooded	hill	leading	down	from	the	garden	
site to Bear Grass Creek. A pedestrian and bike path 
runs along the bank in that area, on the footprint of 
the old Litterle Road. The group agreed it could be 
a wonderful spot for naturalized, native flowers and 
would create a stunning woodland effect.

•	A	clear	view	of	both	Louisville’s	downtown	skyline	and	
the Ohio River – two elements we hope to highlight in 
the garden’s design.

•	Evidence	of	deer	and	other	wild	creatures.	We’ll	have	
to keep that in mind when we select the plants for 
our collection!

WATEFRONT BOTANICAL GARDENS SITE TOUR

Board members Bob hill, 
Mark White and 
Mike Kimmel



otanica was excited 
to welcome Angela 
Gardiner, of Gardiner 
Nursery, and Bob Hill, 
of Hidden Hill Nursery & 

Sculpture Garden, to the board of 
directors earlier this year. Both own 
and operate local nurseries, and 
we thought it would be interesting 
to sit down with them and learn 
a bit about what it takes to run a 
successful nursery. We hope you’ll 
find our conversation with them as 
eye-opening and inspiring as we 
did! We tip our hats to both of 
them — it’s hard enough caring 
for a small number of plants and 
yet somehow Bob and Angela 
succeed in caring for hundreds!

Botanica: What is your earliest 
gardening memory?

Bob Hill: My earliest 
gardening memory — and, I 
suspect, the genesis for my lifelong 
interest — was the lilac bush in 
my grandmother’s yard. I was 

about five or six. The purple lilac 
shrub towered over me like a giant 
perfume bottle. I can still see and 
smell it. I wondered how a plant 

could be so big, interesting 
and fun.

Angela 
Gardiner: My earliest 
gardening memory is spending 
summers with my grandparents in 
North Carolina. We always seemed 
to visit as the peas or beans were 
ready to harvest (cheap labor). 
We would pick and shell peas 
or string beans for hours. Their 
primary purpose for gardening was 
food. My grandfather in Charlotte 
grew beautiful Amaryllises. In their 
later years, when they moved to a 
subdivision, my grandfather planted 
one stalk of cotton to remind him of 
his heritage.   

Botanica: Where do you get your 
plants?

Bob: We get most of our woody 
plants from “bare root” trees 
and shrub stock shipped to us 
in February from nurseries in 

Tennessee, Ohio and Illinois. We 
pot them up in three to five gallon 
containers, add water and slow-
release fertilizer nuggets, and wait 
for spring. Those unusual trees 
and shrubs — natives, dogwoods, 

conifers, magnolias — are our 
biggest sellers. Most of our 
perennials are shipped to us as 
semi-dormant “plugs” about two 
inches wide with roots several 
inches long. We pot those up 
in one-gallon containers, place 
them under plastic in a big hoop 
house, and watch them grow. It’s a 
delightful process.

Angela: Our plant materials are 
field-grown, many of which my 
husband, Bill, propogates from 
cuttings or seeds.  

Botanica: What is the most 
frustrating thing about running a 
nursery? 

Bob: The biggest frustration is 
keeping a thousand plants happy, 
well-watered, bug and disease free, 
and ready to sell. In the summer 
we may have to water hundreds of 
pots and containers twice a day. 
The plants need constant attention 
and dead-heading. The biggest 
disasters occur when you miss just 
one day of watering; the plants may 
not die but will look very unhappy 
and become difficult to sell.

Botanica: What is one common 
gardening mistake of which you 
think all people should be aware? 

Angela: Plants don’t just need water 
to thrive – they need the correct 
amount of water. We see a lot of 
people not watering correctly – too 
much water can be just as bad as 
too little water. Watering slowly and 

AN INTERVIEW WITh ANGELA GARDINER 
AND BOB hILL BY DOMINIC GRATTO 

DONATE TODAY AT
WaterfrontGardens.org
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Bob hill of hidden hill Nursery 
& Sculpture Garden



deeply 
at the base of the 

plant is preferable for most plant 
varieties. Watering in the cooler 
hours of the day is also better than 
watering in the heat of the day.  

Botanica: What is your favorite 
plant that is native to our area?  

Angela: My favorite native trees 
are Eastern Redbuds and flowering 
Dogwoods.  There is no more 
beautiful sight than to look out 
at an expanse of green that is 
decorated with the purples, pinks 
and clean whites of the Redbuds 
and Dogwoods in the spring. 

  

Botanica: What are some of your 
favorite botanical gardens, parks or 
forests?

Angela: My first visit to a botanical 
garden was to the Marie Selby 
Botanical Garden in Sarasota, 
Florida, with my husband, Bill. 
They have a beautiful collection 
of tropical plants. We also love to 
visit the Sarah P. Duke Gardens 
at Duke university. Most recently, 
we revisited Mount Vernon, the 
home of President Washington, in 
Alexandria, Virginia. The gardens 
have been restored as close to the 
original plant materials as possible. 
Several of the trees planted by 
President Washington are still 
standing. It’s an awe-inspiring 
connection to the past.  

Botanica: Why did you get involved 
with Botanica?

Bob: I joined Botanica because 
I have always believed Louisville 

needs a botanical garden that can 
be accessible to all Louisvillians 
and Hoosiers. A good botanical 
garden warms the soul, creates 
a sense of wonder, and provides 
endless educational opportunities 
to examine and understand the joys 
and relationships found in nature. 
What better site for a botanical 
garden than along the Ohio River —  
where settlement in Louisville and 
Southern Indiana began.

Angela: I became involved 
with Botanica with the hope of 
preserving Louisville’s incredible 
horticultural history through the 
creation of a public botanical 
garden. From our Olmstead Parks 
to our beautiful tree-lined streets 
and Waterfront Park, Louisville has a 
rich botanical tradition. We are also 
blessed with an abundance of local 
stewards who care for both the 
aesthetic and physical environment 
in which we live.
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Angela Gardiner of 

Gardiner Nursery

NURSERY QUICK FACTS
hIDDEN hILL NURSERY & SCULPTURE GARDEN

1011 utica-Charlestown Road 
utica, IN 47130 
(812) 282-0524

www.hiddenhillnursery.com

Nursery Hours: 
Fri - 10a – 5p 
Sat - 9a - 6p  
Sun - 12p – 5p  
Other hours by appointment 

Hidden Hill boasts an eight-acre mini-arboretum with 
ponds, fountains, rock walls, lots of whimsy, a garden 
train and sculptures. They sell hundreds of rare and 
hard-to-find plants. This is their 11th year! 

GARDINER NURSERY

1906 Liberty Lane 
Goshen, KY 40026 
(502) 609-2667

www.gardinernursery.com (Coming Soon)

Nursery Hours - By appointment

Gardiner Nursery grows trees and shrubs for residential 
and commercial landscapes. They specialize in larger 
trees than what many garden stores carry. The Gardiners 
have been nurserymen for over 100 years. A little over 
30 years ago they relocated their nursery to Oldham 
County where it is still owned and operated by the 
Gardiner family.   
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ThE CRAPE MYRTLE – A SUMMER GEM (LAGERSTROEMIA INDICA)

PLANT SPOTLIGhT BY MARK WHITE – CITY OF LOuISVILLE ARBORIST

LEAF  Opposite or some leaves 
are alternate or whorled, simple, 
elliptical, entire margin, 1 1/2" to 
3"  inches long, dark green

GROWTH RATE  Fast

HABIT  Deciduous 

HARDINESS ZONES  7 to 9

FRuIT  Dry, 6-parted, brown 
capsule in upright spikes, each 
capsule 1/2” long, persistent 
through the winter 

FLOWER COLOR  Very 
attractive, White, Bright Pink, 
Light Lavender, Red, Violet 
Purple and other colors of 
the rainbow

BARK  Light Gray to 
Cinnamon Brown

FALL COLOR  Red, Orange, 
Orange Red, Yellow and  
Bronze Red

HEIGHT  5' to 30' Tall

GROWTH HABIT  Tall, upright 
vase-shaped tree, Dense shrub, 
Spreading shrub, Large shrub 
to small tree, Tall rounded tree, 
Tall arching tree

LIGHT  Full sun

FACT SHEET ON 
THE CRAPE MYRTLE

ate summer is notorious 
around here for its hot 
days followed by muggy 
nights. Our landscape 
beds seem to be just 

holding on for the cooler nights 
of fall. Our fragrant Magnolias 
Gandiflora and Golden Rain trees 
have long lost their flowers and we 
are searching for the bright colors 
of spring past. They seem to come 
and go so quickly! 

So, where do we find a splash of 
color in the dog days of summer? 
I turn to the Crape Myrtle. Each 
year, I can hardly wait to see this 
tree explode with the varieties of 
colors that it offers. It seems like 
the more sun it gets, the better it 
looks. Without the Crape Myrtle in 
our gardening repertoire, the only 
thing we can do is wait for the fall 
color of our Maples, Oaks, Sweet 
and Black Gums, and other fall 
varieties. Not only does the Crape 
Myrtle hold its color until fall, it has 
a very interesting exfoliating bark 

that works well in a nice winter 
landscape. 

A couple of places to see this 
spectacular tree in action:

• There is a cluster of three Crape 
Myrtles on the southeast  and 
southwest sides of Metro Hall 
downtown on Jefferson between 
5th & 6th. The rest of Metro Hall 
has been landscaped very nicely, 
too. It is another bright spot for 
some gardening inspiration that 
you can take back to your own 
garden. 

• Ride your bike through the 
Crescent Hill community and get 
a glimpse of the twin tower Crape 
Myrtles at the corner of Cleveland 
Boulevard and university Avenue.

That’s enough about the highlights 
of this summer gem. Check out our 
fact sheet (right) for some hot and 
cold facts to see if this is a plant that 
belongs in your landscape.
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REGISTRATION UNDERWAY FOR ThE 2011 KENTUCKY
MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION CLASSES BY ALExANDRA LuKEN

Over the past few months, Botanica board members 
and volunteers have been busy getting the word out 
about the Waterfront Botanical Gardens project. Much 
of our activity has focused on manning booths at 
community events, gardening festivals and art fairs to 
raise awareness about our project. We’ve also paid visits 
to local organizations and neighborhood associations 
to speak about the Gardens. Some of these events 
include Locust Grove Gardener’s Fair, Art in the Arbor 
Festival, Butchertown Art Fair, NuLu Festival, Arbor Day, 
Gardenaganza and the Butchertown Neighborhood 
Association meeting.

The countless hours spent in white tents sheltering 
ourselves from the cold, then the rain, and now the heat 
seem to be paying off. In the span of just a few months, 
Botanica has more than doubled its mailing list and our 
membership base has grown by more than 30% over last 

year! The word is getting out and people are starting to 
catch the vision!

We’d like to express our thanks to the organizations that 
welcomed us and to the individuals who volunteered to 
help us spread the word! 

Want to get involved?

If you would like to become 
a Botanica volunteer, to join 
our Outreach Committee, 
or to have a Botanica 
representative speak to your 
organization, contact us at 
info@WaterfrontGardens.org 
or call us at (502) 276-5404.

The Master Gardener Certification program is a two-
part certification program conducted throughout the 
united States and Canada. Master Gardener candidates 
are provided intense horticultural training followed by 
structured volunteer opportunities affiliated with local 
extension service agent offices.

Individuals interested in the Jefferson County Master 
Gardener program  attend a series of approximately 
18 college-level horticulture classes taught by 
uK professors, specialists, extension agents, and 
professionals in the horticultural field. Classes meet 
during the fall semester only, September through 
November. Classes meet two days per week, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, at 810 
Barret Ave, room 115. Coursework includes reading 
assignments, homework, and an open-book final.  

Following completion of class work, participants 
become interns for one year and are required 
to perform 30 hours of volunteer service to the 
community: 10 hours hands-on service, 10 hours 
educational service, and 10 hours manning the 
Horticultural Hotline in the extension service office.

The fee for the course is $150, and includes class 
materials and intern year project materials. Due to 

classroom size constraints, program participation is 
limited to 20 participants each year. Prior to acceptance 
into the fall class, a mandatory informational meeting 
is held for all individuals interested in the program. 
Individuals who are interested in the program but are 
not accepted due to class limitations will have the 
opportunity to be wait-listed for acceptance to the 
program the following year.

To register for the informational meeting, please 
contact Donna Knebel at donna.knebel@uk.edu or by 
calling the Extension Service office at (502) 569-2344.

For information about the Master Gardener program 
schedule in Kentucky or Indiana counties outside 
Jefferson County, KY, please contact the County 
Extension Service office located in that county:

Shelby County — (502) 633-4593

Oldham County — (502) 222-9452

Spencer County — (502) 477-0368

Bullitt County — (502) 543-2257

Floyd/Clark County — (812) 948-5470 
(next class Fall 2013)

SPREADING ThE WORD

Former Board 
Member Jan Penick
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Membership
• Free admission to exclusive, member-only events

• Discounts on tickets to speaker series programs

• Complimentary subscription to our newsletter

      Individual Membership     $25

      Family Membership    $35

      Organization Membership   $35

Donation    $

Total    $

Name

Address

City             State            Zip

E-mail

Phone

Payment

  I have enclosed a check made payable to Botanica

Visa/Mastercard

 Credit Card Number

 Expiration Date          Security Code

 Signature

P.O. BOX 5056 
LOUISVILLE, KY 40255-0056

Help us grow – 
become a 
member today!
By becoming a member you’ll be 

providing essential support for our 

organization as we work to build the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens. You’ll 

receive all the  of membership, 

plus you’ll get an inside view as we 

realize our vision of creating the gardens.

Botanica Inc. is a 501(c)(3)  
organization. Your donation is tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.

Become a member:

• Online at WaterfrontGardens.org

• Mail completed form to: 
Botanica 
PO Box 5056 
Louisville, KY 40255-0056
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JOIN US TODAY!




