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Dear Friends,

It's the perfect spot for the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens. The proposed 
22-acre garden site at Frankfort 
Avenue and River Road is close 
enough to downtown to draw tourists, 
and it’s accessible enough to satisfy 
neighborhood folks looking for a 
place to stroll on a sunny weekend. 

But if you look beyond its location — 
or, more specifically, below its surface 
— you’ll see that the site has a deep 
history and has much to tell us about 
where we’ve been and what the 
values of our community are today.

In past newsletters, we’ve shared the fascinating history of the site. 
It began as an area called Geiger’s Addition and was then transformed 
into a neighborhood known as the Point. It finally became a landfill after 
Louisville’s epic 1937 flood.

We’re working hard to write the next chapter in the area’s history — 
the story of how this forgotten site was reclaimed, reused and turned 
into a cultural and educational institution that became an economic 
driver for the area and a home for gardening enthusiasts and aspiring 
gardeners alike. 

As you’ll see in our article “An Urban Garden Oasis” on Page 7, we’re not 
the only folks who have embraced the idea. (Other gardens, including 
the Lauritzen Gardens in Omaha, were literally built on a dump!) There’s 
much we can learn from the vision and experience of these other 
organizations who tackled similar projects.

Many thanks for your support of Botanica. I hope to see you in the future!

Best wishes,

Brian Voelker 
President, Board of Directors

P.S. Supporting Botanica is easy! To become a volunteer, join us as a 
member or make a donation, e-mail us at info@WaterfrontGardens.org 
or visit our web site at www.WaterfrontGardens.org.
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BOTANICA'S FAll rECAP

Botanica had a busy fall! On Nov. 4 
we hosted a community breakfast 
at the Louisville Water Tower on 
River Road. The event was titled 
“An Urban Garden: Growing 
Louisville Green” and featured 
Daniel Stark, former director 
of the American Public Garden 
Association. Daniel spoke about the 
many benefits an urban botanical 
garden provides to the community. 
He also discussed many of the 
challenges and obstacles that must 
be addressed during the planning 
stages of such a project to ensure 
long-term success and viability.

We also had the privilege to 
participate in this year’s Festival of 
Faiths at the Henry Clay — which 
celebrated its 16th year! Before 

that, we hosted a speaker event 
and member meeting that featured 
Mike Kimmel, vice president of the 
Louisville Waterfront Development 
Corporation and Botanica board 
member; Cindi Sullivan, host of 
WAVE 3’s “Listen Live” and “Living 
Better with Cindi Sullivan” on 
WHAS-AM; and Bob Hill, Louisville 
Magazine columnist, owner of 
Hidden Hill Nursery and Botanica 
board member. Our panelists 
discussed their ideas about 
botanical gardens, including what 
they would like to see in a botanical 
garden design, what plantings 
would be best for such a garden 
in Louisville and which botanical 
gardens are their favorites.
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Botanica Community Breakfast — "An Urban Garden: Growing louisville Green"

Botanica Fall Speaker Event 

and Member Meeting

Botanica Fall Speaker Event Panelists —  

Bob Hill, Cindi Sullivan and Mike Kimmel

A proud sponsor of

Waterfront Botanical Gardens

Learn more at www.stites.com

Nine LEED-AP or LEED Green 
Associate attorneys
Member of the U.S. Green Building 
Council

Louisville, Lexington & Frankfort, Ky.
Jeffersonville, Ind.

Alexandria, Va. . Atlanta, Ga.
Nashville & Franklin, Tenn.

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

•

•

Botanica Community Breakfast — 

Botanica Board Members Brian Voelker 

and Angela Gardner with featured speaker 

daniel Stark (middle)

Botanica Community Breakfast Attendees
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SPrING GArdENING EVENT FEATUrING JENEEN WICHE

Join Botanica and Jeneen Wiche for our spring event 
at Bunton’s Seed. Jeneen will talk about planning the 
season's vegetable garden and will demonstrate seed 
starting in preparation for spring planting. She will 
also talk about what she and her husband are doing 
at Swallow Rail Farm, where they are raising sheep, 
chickens, fruit and vegetables for the local eaters.

Jeneen, a native of Louisville, started gardening as soon 
as she could walk. But it didn’t become her profession 
until after her father, the late Fred Wiche, died of cancer 

in 1998. After his death, she took over writing the 
syndicated “Weekend Gardener” column that had been 
his. Today that column is published in approximately 20 
community newspapers across Kentucky and Southern 
Indiana. Jeneen has been featured in Edible Louisville 
and Back Home in Kentucky magazines. Jeneen has 
also shared a microphone with former Courier-Journal 
columnist Bob Hill (who will be assisting her during our 
spring event) on a weekly radio show about gardening, 
WFPL’s “HomeGrown.”

Saturday, March 24, 10 a.m.–Noon 
Bunton's Seed 
939 E. Jefferson St., Louisville, KY 40206

Sponsored by Botanica, Hidden Hill Nursery and 
Bunton’s Seed

Admission is Free — but reservations are required. 
RSVP by calling 502-276-5404 or by e-mailing us at 
info@WaterfrontGardens.org. Be sure to leave a message with your 
name, contact info and the number of people in your party!

UPCOMING BOTANICA EVENTS 

By becoming a member, you'll be providing 
essential support for our organization as we 
work to build the waterfront Botanical Gardens. 
you'll receive all the benefits of membership, 
plus you'll get an inside view as we realize 
our vision of creating the gardens.

Join us today at 
WaterfrontGardens.org or 
by calling 502-276-5404.

BECOME A MEMBEr



 

INBLOOM SPRING 2012    5

SUMMEr GArdEN TOUr ANd BUS TrIP

An exciting horticultural double-header awaits 
Louisville-area gardeners on Saturday, June 16, as 
Botanica leads a bus tour to the Boone County 
Arboretum in Northern Kentucky and the flower-filled 

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. The tour will 
include discussions of the various plants we see 
along the way and will be led by the officials and 
horticulturists from the tour stops, as well as by Bob 
Hill, owner of Hidden Hill Nursery in Utica, Ind., 
and a sponsor of the trip.

The tour begins at 8 a.m. at a Louisville location with 
free parking (exact location TBA). The first stop will be 
The Boone County Arboretum in Northern Kentucky, 
a well laid-out collection of more than 100 acres of 
trees, plants and shrubs that features some of the same 
concepts that may be included in Botanica’s Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens. 

The second stop is the horticultural showcase at 
the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, an intricate 

and colorful collection of more than 3,000 annuals, 
perennials, shrubs and trees that ranks it among the 
best zoo gardens in the United States. The zoo is also 
home to an award-winning “green” building, which 
serves as a meeting and lecture hall – another feature 
we hope to incorporate into the Waterfront Gardens. 
We hope you are able to join us for these exciting 
garden tours.

Saturday, June 16,
8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Cost — $65 per person 
(includes lunch and transportation)

Tickets can be purchased online at 
WaterfrontGardens.org or by calling 
502-276-5404.
Space is limited and is subject to availability.

Boone County Arboretum

Cincinnati zoo & Botanical Garden
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PlANT SPOTlIGHT BY MARK WHITE – CITY OF LOUISVILLE ARBORIST

yOSHINO CHErry (PrUNUS x yEdOENSIS)

BOTANICAL NAME Prunus species

COMMON NAME  Cherry

ORIGIN  Not native to North America

HEIGHT  35' to 45'

SPREAD  30' to 40' 

CROWN SHAPE  Round to vase-shaped when older

GROWTH RATE  Medium

BARK  Thin and easily damaged by weed       
              trimmers and lawn mowers

HARDINESS ZONES  5 to 8

BLOOMS  Spring — late March to early April

LIGHT  Full sun

FACT sHeeT oN THe 
yosHiNo CHeRRy

hat a mild winter we had! I can't 
wait to hear the rustling of the 
leaves in the trees as the wind 
brings in a fragrant spring rain. 
That's what I like about Kentucky.  

You never know what to expect from one season 
to another – like forsythia, daffodils and dandelions 
blooming in late January, 60-degree days in February 
and snow and ice in late March. What a place to live! 
The challenges we face make some want to throw up 
their hands and holler, while others simply buckle down 
for the challenge. 

That brings me to what's in bloom this time of the year 
after an unusually mild winter. I can always depend on 
the magnificent blooms of the Yoshino Cherry in late 
March and early April. This tree is similar to the cherries 
that line the streets in Washington, D.C., and Macon, 
Ga., during the Cherry Blossom Festival. It's hard to 
drive or walk past a Yoshino Cherry without doing a 
double-take. This tree is something to see when it's 
showing all its glory. The spring flowers of this beautiful 
tree are so thick and heavy that it's hard to see the 
branches beneath.

If you have enough room, you can plant a cluster 
of three for a very dramatic effect. One powerful 
combination is a single Yoshino, which starts its 
blooming period the end of March through the middle 
of April, with two Kuanzan Cherries, which start their 
blooming period the middle of April and end in early 
May. Should you not have the space, though, you can't 
go wrong with either one. Both of these trees create a 
stunning display. This plant is a crown jewel you don't 
want to miss!
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AN UrBAN GArdEN OASIS: lAUrITzEN GArdENS, 
THE OMAHA BOTANICAl CENTEr BY ALEXANDRA LUKEN

The annual international butterfly show returns to 
the Krohn Conservatory in Eden Park for the 17th year, 
featuring butterflies of the world. The show, titled 
“On Wings of Harmony,” features more than 16,000 
butterflies from six of the seven continents, in free flight 
throughout the conservatory. The conservatory will also 
feature floral displays, colorful set designs and a new 
hummingbird garden to complement the butterflies.

Admission: $6 for adults, $5 for seniors, 
$4 for children ages 5-17, free for children 
age 4 and under.

Special discounts and coupons will be 
available.

APril 21-JuNe 24, 2012 
the KrohN 
CoNservAtory 
CiNCiNNAti, oh

Nestled in an urban 
setting between 
Interstate 80 and 
some of the oldest 
neighborhoods in 
Omaha, Lauritzen 

Gardens sits on top of a bluff just west of the Missouri 
River. The garden site occupies a 100-acre tract 
adjacent to the Union Pacific Kenefick Park.

The gardens began development in 1982 after two 
years of preliminary planning by a community group 
led by Helena Street, a former gardening columnist for 
the Omaha World-Herald. The selected site was once 
a dumping ground for hay bales and other discarded 
materials during the early part of the last century. The 
former dump lay dormant for years, and the natural 
terrain and wooded areas made it an attractive site for 
a botanical garden.

The development of the Lauritzen Gardens was an 
evolutionary process, beginning with the Founder’s 
Garden, which was developed in 1993 in collaboration 
with a local hosta society whose members contributed 
plants from their own collections to the site. The 
Founder’s Garden has been expanded over time 
and now creates a gateway into the garden. In 1995, 

construction began on a rose garden, and other early 
gardens followed, including an expanded shade hosta 
garden, an herb garden, a children’s garden and a spring 
flower walk. Gardens were added each year, including a 
Japanese garden, which opened in 2005 and features 
replicas of Sunpu Castle Gate and Mount Fuji. This 
stunning garden continues to evolve each year and has 
helped forge diplomatic connections between the city 
of Omaha and the Japanese government.

In 2000, work began on a visitor’s center, which 
includes an open atrium space with planting areas. 
The visitor’s center boasts a café and gift shop as well 
as meeting rooms and a library. Greenhouses on the 
grounds provide plants both for the gardens and for 
sale to the community.

The Lauritzen Gardens attracts over 100,000 visitors 
a year and is among the top tourist attractions in 
the city. The garden is privately funded and relies on 
capital campaign contributions, event sponsorships, 
admissions, memberships and facility rental income. 
It enjoys a unique public-private partnership with 
the city of Omaha, and it has a long-term property 
management agreement with the city. More information 
can be found at www.lauritzengardens.org.

ON WINGS OF HArMONy: 
2012 INTErNATIONAl BUTTErFly SHOW 
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UPCOMING BOTANICA 
EVENTSHIddEN HIll NUrSEry & 
SCUlPTUrE GArdEN

1011 Utica-Charlestown Road 
Utica, IN 47130 
(812) 282-0524

www.hiddenhillnursery.com

Nursery Hours: 
Fri - 10a – 5p 
Sat - 9a - 6p  
Sun - 12p – 5p  
Other hours by appointment 

Hidden Hill boasts an eight-acre mini-arboretum with 
ponds, fountains, rock walls, lots of whimsy, a garden 
train and sculptures. They sell hundreds of rare and 
hard-to-find plants. This is their 11th year! 

GArdINEr NUrSEry

1906 Liberty Lane 
Goshen, KY 40026 
(502) 609-2667

www.gardinernursery.com (Coming Soon)

Nursery Hours - By appointment

Gardiner Nursery grows trees and shrubs for residential 
and commercial landscapes. They specialize in larger 
trees than what many garden stores carry. The Gardiners 
have been nurserymen for over 100 years. A little over 
30 years ago they relocated their nursery to Oldham 
County where it is still owned and operated by the 
Gardiner family.   

JOIN US AT UPCOMING 
BOTANICA EVENTS

Saturday, March 24,
10 a.m.–Noon  
SPrING GArdENING EVENT 
FEATUrING JENEEN WICHE

For our spring event at 
Bunton’s Seed, Jeneen will 
talk about planning the 
season's vegetable garden 
and will demonstrate seed 
starting in preparation for 
spring planting. 
 
 

Admission is Free — but reservations are 
required. RSVP by calling 502-276-5404 or by e-mailing 
us at info@WaterfrontGardens.org.

Sponsored by Botanica, Hidden Hill Nursery 
and Bunton’s Seed.

Learn more on Page 4.

Saturday, June 16,
8 a.m.–6 p.m. 
SUMMEr GArdEN TOUr 
ANd BUS TrIP

An exciting horticultural 
double-header awaits 
Louisville-area gardeners 
on Saturday, June 16, as 
Botanica leads a bus tour 
to the Boone County 
Arboretum in Northern 
Kentucky and the 
flower-filled Cincinnati 
Zoo & Botanical Garden.

 

Cost — $65 per person 
(includes lunch and transportation)

Learn more on Page 5.




