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Dear Friends,

I’m very happy to announce that we’ve raised over $3.7 million for the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens. The generous support of our community 

has brought us closer than ever to beginning construction on the first 

phase of the garden. Our vision has received a tremendous amount of 

financial support from individuals like you, ranging from donations of $100 

to sponsor a brick in the Founders’ Garden to major gifts at higher levels. 

I’m thrilled to share the news about one of those major donations – a 

recent matching gift of $1 million by Emil and Nancy Graeser. In the pages 

that follow, you’ll read about that amazing couple, whose support for the 

garden over the years has totaled $1.45 million.

Our progress continues on the 

garden’s design, as well. We’ve 

worked with our design team, 

educators and horticultural 

experts to refine the features 

included in the garden’s first 

phase. 

We are working hard to raise 

the remaining $500,000 

needed to meet our year-

end goal. The pace of our 

fundraising will determine the 

timing of our progress.  If we’re 

able to meet our goal of raising 

$4.2 million by the end of this 

year, we’ll be well on our way to 

making the garden a reality!

I hope you’ll help us meet this 

year’s goal. Please consider 

making a donation to help us 

build the Education Pavilion 

and Garden.

Happy gardening, 

Brian Voelker
President, Board of Directors

P.S. Supporting the Education Pavilion is easy: To become a member  

or make a donation, visit waterfrontgardens.org.

OUR VISION

To create a botanical

garden and conservatory  

of extraordinary beauty that

engages, enlightens and

inspires people about

plants and nature.
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$2 MIL

Sept. 30, 2016 
$3.7 million 

raised!

Dec. 31, 2016
Education 

Pavilion Goal

$3 MIL

$4.2 MIL

We had our second annual 
fundraiser, The Prelude 
presented by Brown-Forman 
on Sunday, June 5, on the 
site of the future gardens. 315 
guests were entertained by 
Teddy Abrams and Ben Sollee 
as they provided original 
scores for two performances 
by artists from Louisville 
Ballet. Exceptional catering 
was provided by Chad Welch 
and his team from Atria 
Hospitality, and guests were 
inspired by the beautiful 
stone landscape and waterfall 
created by Dallas Foster of 
Vincennes, Ind.

That wonderful event is an 
important part of our annual 
fundraising. This year’s 
sponsorships, ticket sales and 
auction raised over $230,000 
for the Education Pavilion. 

WATCH A VIDEO 
See a video taken at the  
end of the event starring 
Abrams and Sollee.  
Visit our website at: 
waterfrontgardens.org

SAVE THE DATE!  
Next year’s Prelude is  

scheduled for  
Sunday, June 4. 

If you’d like to be a sponsor, 
please contact Kasey Maier. 

Photos by John Nation

BirdsEyeFoto



We’re excited to share details about the design 
of the Education Pavilion and Garden – the 
first elements to be created at the future 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens. This building 
and garden will be the heart of our educational 
programming. By focusing on these features, 
we are making smart early investments, and 
establishing the first piece of the garden in a 
relatively short time. 

The Education Pavilion has an organic, curved shape, sitting 
like a jewel box in this area of the site. Its walls are made of 
glass, allowing visitors to maintain their connection with the 
nature that surrounds them. On the eastern side, a covered 
patio extends from the building, giving views of the Woodland 
Garden and Beargrass Creek.

Other areas will focus on the science of plants. Those examples 
will highlight the difference between native and hybrid plants. 
We’ll also feature plants with different types of seed dispersal, 

as well as plants that require 
different types of soil and 
varying amounts of water  
and levels of sunlight.

A rain garden will be located 
at the east end of the plaza, 
helping us manage water 
runoff and serving as an 

example to members of our community who’d like to learn 
about what they can do at their own homes to keep our 
waterways clean.

We expect to wrap up our design development and planning 
by the end of 2016. The pace of our fundraising plays a major 
role in our time line, and we’re striving towards an aggressive 
goal of beginning construction in 2017, with a planned opening 
during 2018.

Inside, you’ll find two main rooms designed to support a wide 
range of programs and activities. The main room will host 
activities for up to 250 people, with several configurations. 
The room is well-suited to host speakers, conferences, flower 
shows, educational exhibits and other events that require 
large spaces.

On the west end of the building, you’ll find the smaller of the 
two rooms. This secondary room is perfect for more intimate 
gatherings, such as meetings of local garden clubs and other 
community groups.

Just outside the building, you’ll find the Education Garden. 
Working with our Education and Horticulture committees, 
we’ve designed this space to support school curricula and 
provide real-world examples that support the key topics 
we’ll feature in our programs. One of those topics is how 
plants work to create the food we eat every day, including 
herbs, fruits and vegetables growing in an edible garden area 
sponsored by the Lift a Life Foundation.® Alongside those 
edible plants are areas that will be focused on attracting 
pollinators. Imagine schoolchildren and curious adults 
watching hummingbirds, butterflies, bees and other critters 
play their role in pollinating the gorgeous blooms!

INTRODUCING THE EDUCATION  
PAVILION AND GARDEN 

BY BRIAN VOELKER
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You can help us make the 
Education Pavilion a reality.  
 
Visit waterfrontgardens.org to 
become a member or make a 
donation of any amount to the 
botanical garden effort!

Designer’s rendering of the future Education Pavilion and Garden.  
Image by Perkins+Will

Overview of the Education Garden that surrounds 
the pavilion. Image by Perkins+Will The gardens are 

designed to provide 
real-world examples 
that support our 
educational program 
topics.



The best garden stories always take a little 
time, nurturing and tenderness. Emil and 
Nancy Graesers’ story would grow to include 
the Waterfront Botanical Gardens – and 
eventually a Japanese garden and bonsai 
display to go with it.

The Graesers have been married for 64 years. They met when 
they were 5 years old. Emil’s aunt lived next door to Nancy’s 
parents on Fetter Avenue in Louisville. Someone more than 80 
years ago snapped a photo of the two children sitting together 
in that aunt’s front yard. Nancy was holding a doll. The photo 
survived in a family album, and years later, Emil had it enlarged 
as a keepsake. “It became a family joke,” said Nancy, laughing. 
“People saw that I was holding a doll, and said we had to get 
married.”

started the company in 1934, and saw it through the Great 
Depression. Emil would help it grow, eventually turning it over 
to his family as the company prospered. He credits Nancy 
with making that possible.

“My goal in life was to retire at 50,” he said. “We had five kids. 
Nancy was the home manager. She gave me the freedom to 
spend time to build the business. Without that, it wouldn’t 
have happened.”

Family backyard gardens came along with all that; he well 
remembers the family Victory Gardens planted during World 
War II. His lifelong interest in bonsai plants developed at 
about the same time. 

He was in grade school as Louisville dealt with an outbreak of 
infantile paralysis, or polio. The city’s answer was to quarantine 
all children to their homes. While homebound, Emil saw an 
article in National Geographic about bonsai plants. He sent 
away for a pamphlet, and a lifelong hobby was born.

He would eventually have 80 or 90 plants, and became very 
active in the Greater Louisville Bonsai Society. In retirement – 
and while he and Nancy traveled the country and world visiting 
botanical gardens – he became interested in Botanica and its 

Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens. He saw its 
value as an education 
center for children, as 
a place to visit and as 
a draw for tourism.

He and Nancy donated 
$450,000 to the 
Louisville garden 
project, and just this 
year, they pledged 
another $1 million 
as a matching grant. 
There were no strings 

attached to the pledge, but Botanica leaders plan a Japanese 
garden and bonsai display on the site. “I think this is very 
important to the city,” Graeser said. “I want to see it happen in 
my lifetime. I want to be able to walk that garden. I think we 
are getting close.”

Nancy agrees. “We want to leave something,” she said. “God 
has been good to us. Our children are all grown, so what else 
can we share?”

Emil and Nancy grew up together, dated all throughout 
high school – Nancy at Presentation Academy, and Emil 
at St. Xavier. They separated briefly when she went to St. 
Mary’s College at Notre Dame and then Spalding University 
in Louisville. He attended Xavier University in Cincinnati.  
“She was only 100 miles away,” Emil said of their sustained 
togetherness.

They married at age 21. He joined the U.S. Air Force and 
served in the finance department at MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa. “I was the only guy bonded to handle cash,” he said. 
“I was sitting there with 8 or 9 million bucks…but I was also 
responsible for the losses.”

His service completed, they returned to Louisville. He took 
a job with Bohnert Equipment Co. – a place he had worked 
during summers beginning in eighth grade, not realizing 
at the time that Nancy’s father owned it. Her father had 

LIFELONG LOVE BLOSSOMS  
INTO A GIFT FOR ALL

EMIL & NANCY GRAESER PLEDGE $1 MILLION TO SUPPORT THE GARDEN 
BY BOB HILL

Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens supporters  
Emil and Nancy Graeser 
have recently pledged  
a $1 million matching gift 
to support the first phase 
of the project. Their 
recent donation brings 
their total support to 
$1.45 million.

Photo by Valerie J. Smith

Photo by Valerie J. Smith



We’d like to invite you to play a leadership  
role in helping build the Education Pavilion. 
The Education 100 is our campaign to raise  
$1 million toward the construction of the  
educational center through major gifts by a 
broad base of supporters in our community.

Our goal is to find 100 supporters – individuals, families, 

organizations or companies – who will give at least $10,000 

each toward the building. Gifts may be given in one lump 

sum, or pledged and funded over multiple years:  $5,000  

a year for two years or $2,500 a year for four years.

In appreciation of their generous support, individuals 

who participate in the Education 100 Campaign will be 

permanently recognized in the building as part of a donor 

acknowledgment installation.

Will you join us in creating this groundbreaking 
educational opportunity for our community?

Just a few years ago, opening the botanical 
garden seemed like a dream. The road we 
needed to travel felt so long. The work we 
needed to complete felt endless.

But since that time, you’ve seen the vision 
become real. Step by step, you’ve helped us 
give the vision shape. Ideas have turned into 
pictures, and the dream we share has gained  
momentum.

We have never been closer to building the 
garden than we are today. But first, we need  
to raise the remaining funds to cover the cost 
of construction.

WILL YOU HELP US MAKE THIS DREAM A REALITY? 

If you share in our vision, please consider supporting the  

gardens today. Whether it’s large or small, your support will 

play a direct role in helping to begin construction of the  

future gardens. 

•	� Consider playing a leadership role by joining the  

EDUCATION 100 (see next page).

•	� Review the list of items you can sponsor at 

WaterfrontGardens.org/donate. The sponsorship list  

ranges from large items such as the main event room  

to smaller items such as trees and perennials. There’s  

a good chance you’ll find an item that’s right for you.

•	� Or you can make a general donation of any amount  

to help the garden move ahead.

THE EDUCATION PAVILION WILL INCLUDE:

An outdoor classroom with hands-on  
discovery gardens

 
A meeting space for the regional horticulture  

community and garden groups
 

Intergenerational engagement, from school  
groups to adult-learning programs

 
Flexible indoor and outdoor space for  

both educational and special events, including  
weddings and parties

 
Interactive botanical exhibits led by  

experts in the field

DONATE $10,000 OR MORE
and be included in the honorary  

Education 100 AND permanently recognized  
in the Education Pavilion.

WE’VE NEVER BEEN SO CLOSE  

YOU CAN HELP US MAKE THE GARDENS A REALITY

JOIN THE EDUCATION100
A CAMPAIGN TO RAISE $1 MILLION TOWARD 

BUILDING THE EDUCATION PAVILION

SUPPORT THE GARDENS TODAY,  
USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE,  
CONTACT KASEY MAIER AT  
kmaier505@gmail.com 
(502) 276-5404,  
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  
WATERFRONTGARDENS.ORG
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Double the impact  
of your gift!
If you support the gardens today,  

your gift will be matched dollar  

for dollar, up to our matching grant  

total of $1 million.  

 

For example, if you make a $250 donation, your gift 

will be matched by $250 from the Graesers’ matching 

grant. Because of the match, the total impact of the 

gift will be $500.

EDUCATION PAVILION 
AND GARDEN

IT TAKES 100 SUPPORTERS, LIKE YOU.

*

GRAESER  $1 MILLIONMATCHING GRANT
DONATE TODAY!



The mere sight of a striking orange monarch 
butterfly or a ruby-throated hummingbird 
may stop a person in his tracks, or, in my case, 
illicit a squeal of delight. When the oversized 
(up to 5.5 inches) Eastern tiger swallowtail 
flutters across a path, even the most distracted 
person may find herself in awe of the delicate 
butterfly’s graceful and lilting flight.

Waterfront Botanical Gardens hopes to create a special garden 
home for pollinators such as those, along with other birds, 
butterflies and bees. There are many other important insects 
that aren’t as well-known, yet they also serve important roles  
in plant reproduction. 

The Horticultural Committee is in the process of drawing 
up plans for a Pollinator Garden that will be showcased 
alongside the Education Pavilion. It will be a meeting place for 
humans and the natural world. We will plant with purpose to 
attract and support the life cycles of pollinators and create a 
dynamic four-season outdoor classroom. Visitors will discover 
fascinating stories about pollinators and plants and how they 
depend on one another to survive. For example, the poster 
child of butterflies is the regal monarch. Did you know that 

the monarch butterflies in Kentucky are part of a massive 
migration of over 2,000 miles from Mexico to Ontario and back 
every year? It takes four generations of monarchs to make that 
journey, and it begins with a milkweed plant. 

Monarch mommas are very picky. They seek only milkweed 
(Asclepias spp.) plants on which to lay their eggs. The 
hungry caterpillars munch away, heedless of the toxic cardiac 
glycosides in the leaves. When they transform into gossamer-
winged beauties, their baby food, so to speak, comes in handy. 
As butterflies, birds find them distasteful, and have been 
known to spit them out. 

The Pollinator Garden at Waterfront Botanical Gardens will 
offer meaningful moments, and present opportunities for you 
to make your own exciting discoveries. 

Tavia Cathcart Brown is on the Horticultural Committee of 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens. She is Executive Director of the 
Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve and co-author of two books.

Our organization is supported by over 200 
volunteers who are working every day to make 
the gardens a reality. They give their time to 
help us build awareness for the garden, tackle 
projects on the future site, provide governance 
in the boardroom and share their experience 
on our committees.

On Sept. 28, we held a special event to thank our volunteers 
for all their hard work. Bob and Janet Hill hosted a group of 
40 volunteers and supporters at Hidden Hill Nursery. The 
party included barbecue, live music, giveaways and much 
appreciation! 

This year, we offered a very special acknowledgement to  
Tim Baker by awarding him the 2016 Dot Wade Volunteer of 
the Year Award. Tim has played a tremendous role in this year’s 
success by serving on both our Operations and Education 
Committees. He regularly volunteers to help set up events  
and clean up the garden site. He also serves as a guide on  
our canoe tours of Beargrass Creek.

Tim is a model volunteer. He’s reliable, creative and willing, and 
he regularly says “Yes!” when asked to lend a hand. By going 
above and beyond, Tim has made a big impact on our growing 
organization.

A POLLINATOR PARADISE
BY TAVIA CATHCART BROWN 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

A tagged Monarch Butterfly.

Volunteer of the Year Tim Baker (left) with Director of Program 
Development Kasey Maier and President Brian Voelker.

TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF  
VOLUNTEERS, SIGN UP AT  
WATERFRONTGARDENS.ORG/
VOLUNTEER

Photos by Tavia Cathcart Brown



Annual Meeting Featuring Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Vicki Funk of the Smithsonian Institute  
6 to 8 p.m.

Join us for our annual meeting, featuring Dr. Vicki Funk of the 
Smithsonian Institute.  Dr. Funk will speak about “Botanical 
Gardens of the 21st Century: Valuing the Past, Exploring 
the Future” with introduction and discussion by Tom Smarr, 
Horticulture Director, The Parklands of Floyds Fork. 

Dr. Vicki Funk, a native of Owensboro, Kentucky and a world-
renowned botanist and researcher, will discuss the importance 
of botanical collections in science, agriculture, education, and 
the significance of plants in understanding our past and our 
future on earth. 

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be provided. 

Location: Sawyer-Hayes Community Center at E.P. “Tom” 
Sawyer State Park, 2201 Lakeland Road, Louisville, KY 40241

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOV 03 
THURSDAY

reGENERATION FAIR 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 10

On Sept. 10, 2016 the Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens hosted the second annual 
reGeneration Fair. The family-friendly, free 
event showcased local organizations and 
businesses that promote sustainable and 
natural-living practices. John Gage provided 
music for the day, and included children 
in a concert, with instruments made from 
recycled materials.

Hundreds of visitors enjoyed activities and demonstrations, 
including beekeeping, rainwater gardening, composting, 
a bonsai display, a water purification demo and painting 
the natural beauty found on the future garden site. The 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens partnered with Louisville 
Visual Art to bring more than 30 artists to the future site  
of the gardens to paint landscapes. 

As a future educational entity, we are proud of the many 
collaborations and participants in our efforts to educate the 
community on important environmental topics. Thanks to 
everyone who participated in the 2016 reGeneration Fair!

MEMORIAL GIFTS MAKE A LASTING TRIBUTE
A donation given in honor of a loved one is a lasting 
tribute to someone important to you. Memorial gifts are a 
wonderful way to establish a link with the past and promote 
a vision for the future. Contact Kasey Maier by e-mail or 
phone to discuss how to make a memorial gift. 
kmaier505@gmail.com 
(502) 276-5404

PLANNED GIVING: A Commitment to the Future
Have you considered including the gardens in your estate 
plans? While there are several approaches, one of the 
simplest is to make a bequest by including a gift to the 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens in your will. If you have 
questions about planned giving, please contact Kasey Maier. 
kmaier505@gmail.com 
(502) 276-5404

SUPPORTING THE GARDENS

TO MAKE A DONATION, USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE, CALL (502) 276-5404 OR VISIT: 
WATERFRONTGARDENS.ORG

Dr. Vicki Funk Tom Smarr

Tickets available at WATERFRONTGARDENS.ORG or by calling (502) 276-5404.

FREE | Members $20 | Non-Members



$100,000 and above
George Duthie
The Gheens Foundation, Inc.

$50,000 to $99,999
Emil & Nancy Graeser
Lift A Life Foundation
Suzanne & Robert Whayne

$25,000 to $49,999
Helen Harrigan Trust
Portia Leatherman
The Estate of Dorothy Wade

$15,000 to $24,999
Robinson Brown III
Brown-Forman Corp.
Steven Humphrey & Sue Grafton
John Moore & Patricia Pugh-Moore
Colin & Woo Speed McNaughton
Porter Watkins & George Bailey
Susan & Bill Yarmuth

$10,000 to $14,999
Nancy Bush
Luca Conte & Diana Parker
Fund for the Arts
Jones Family Fund
Lynn & Walt Kunau
Jo Ann & Frank Luecke
Sam & Jean Miller
Nancy Reynolds
Paula Schoenhoff
Sam Swope Family Foundation
Snowy Owl Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Clifton Foundation
John & Sallie Cunningham
Sandy Gulick
Jefferson County Master Gardener  
  Assoc. Inc.
Caroline Lussky & Jim Segal 
Scott Neff
Larry Pierce & Constance Story
David & Sue Vislisel

$2,500 to $4,999
Carlyn & Bill Altman
Kristen Augspurger & Jason Loehr
B.S.A.P.C.
Breakthrough Beverage Group
Owsley Brown III Philanthropic  
  Foundation
Mary Beth & Charlie Clark
Cochran Foundation
David & Linda Graeser
Kurt & Janet Graeser
Frank & Paula Cooke Harshaw
Kindred Healthcare
Nugent Sand Company
Laura Padgett
Nancy & Walter Randall
Barbara West & Vertner Smith
Spring River LLC 
Stites & Harbison PLLC
Chris & Brenda Stokes
Brian Voelker & Chris Padgett

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous (2)
The Ahrens Family Foundation
Steve & Terri Bass
Clanton-Dowds Family Fund
Christe & Randy Coe
Timothy Corrigan & Courtney Protzer
Thomas Courtenay
Maryann C. Davis
Joe & Carol Ferguson
Jean Frazier
Sandra Frazier
Jennifer & Daniel Garst
Cole Gilbert & Ned Price
Peggy & David Grant
Frank Groves
Charlie & Janet Hagerty
Patricia & Chris Haragan
Paul & Sarah Keith
Mike Kimmel
Rhys Lam
LG&E & KU Services Company
James & Linda McArthur
Paul & Annie McLaughlin
Connie Meredith
Eleanor Bingham Miller
Tom & Joanna Nugent
Owsley Brown II Family Foundation Inc
David & Penny Pearson
Norvin & Edie Raque
Republic Bank Foundation
Betsy Hays Settles
Mildred Smith
Anne Stewart
Ann & Dick Swope
Jennifer Wimsatt
Kathy & Sam Yerrid

$500 to $999
Associates in Dermatology
S. Pearson Auerbach
Paul & Mary Ayers
Colleen Beach
Carol Browning
Lindsey Miller & Mark Campisano
The Community Foundation  
  of Louisville
Jerome A. Crimmins
Dace B. Stubbs Family Fund
Karen Dahlem
Bruce Dawson
Camille Dean
Deming, Malone, Livesay,  
  and Ostroff (DMLO)
Dropseed Native Plant Nursery
Indigo & Eric Friedlander
Valerie & David Hall
Eleanor & Owen Hardy
J.D. Farley
Richard Johnson
The Rev. Helen Jones & Tom Pike
Barbara & Bill Juckett
Julie & Tony Keller
Matthew Kuhl
Mary Julia & Forrest Kuhn
Richard & Diana LeMay
Lyn Marshall
Alvin Martin
Ellen & Robert Means
Mary Myers
Peter Naake
Nicholas & Susan Ochs
Tom & Phyllis Owen
Adrienne Perry
Rebecca & Brad Phillips
Rambler Garden Club
Teresa & Brian Riggs
Dennis Rollins

Carol Runge
The Rev. Al Shands
Graeme Smith
Valerie J. Smith
Alexander Stewart
Alan Thomson & Meg Vogt
James & Elizabeth Voyles
Bill & Lauri Wade
Donald Wenzel
Juliet Willis & George Davidson

$250 to $499
Kelley Abell & David Huber
Martin Amlung
Sherry Andes
Allan & Elsie Atherton
Chase Barmore
Lisa & Charlie Barr
Anne Marie Bauscher
Kim Behrle
Wayne Bennett
Paul & Jackie Bickel
Cecile Blau
Tracy Brewer
Alice & Barry Bridges
Ellie Britt
Eddi & Gordon Brown
Martin S. Brown
Mary & Thomas Brown
Meredith Wilson Brown
Judith Buckler
Allen & Rose Bush
John Callaway
Richard M. Campbell
Winnie Chen
Sharon Conners-Krauth
Janet & John Conti
Jill Cooper
Dawn & Erskine Courtenay
Barbara Davies
Deborah Dawson-Crain
Susan & Spencer DePree
Dean Dimitropoulos
Ann & Charles Dobbs
Janice & Gary Dodson
Donald & Susan Bennett Family  
  Charitable Foundation Inc.
Mary Alexander & John Downard
Richard Duffy
Janet & Pat Dwyer
MIchelle Faeth
Four Seasons Garden Club
Virginia S. Frazier
Mark Gaff & Jack Tindal
Davis Gardner
Stephen Gault
Anthony & Judy George
Melissa & Rudy Gernert
Kirisha Golightly
Joe Graviss
Julie & Laman Gray
Monica Griffith
Lourdes & Culver Halliday
Patty Hampton
Walter (Michael) Hanks
Sarah & James Haynes
Glen Hedgspeth
Paul Heintzman
Sarah & Chris Hellman
Kathy & Ken Herringten
Courtney Hikes
Janet & Bob Hill
Jeanne Hines
Stewart Hoertz
Jody & P.A. Howard
Humana Foundation, Inc.
Katherine Johnson
Sandi Johnson
Shannon Johnson
Donna Jones

Steve Nicley & Lucy Jones
Allen & Barbara Kannapell
Patty & Bill Kantlehner
Ken & Margaret Kinberger
Kimberly Kopatz
Dee & Garrard Kramer
Lisa & Byron Leet
Louisville Audubon Society
Alexandra Luken
Lynn Luking
Kathryn Lukszys
Sally & Stanley MacDonald
Katy Mackin
Kasey Maier
Dustin Markwell
Susie & Wes Martin
M. Louise McCabe
Nancy & Doug McFarland
Doris McGuire
Marilyn Meredith
Jennifer Merrick
Claire Alagia & Creighton Mershon
Joy Monsma
John Morgan
Sally & Charlie Moyer
JD & Zelma Nichols
Aynsley Niss
Kevin O’Neill
Brian & Lydia Pearson
Jan L. Penick
Gordon & Jo Ann Peterson
Anne & David Pinter
Callie Potts
Laura Price
April Ravenscroft
Kim & Jeremiah Reece
Lula Reynolds
Mary Towns & David Richardson
Laurie Anne & Bill Roberts
Esther Saldivar
Robin Schwartz
John Roberts & Janet Smith
Karin & Joern Soltau
Janice Staugas
Sheela Sweat Stevens
Mary Clay Stites
Bridgett & Stuart Strickler
Cindi & Steve Sullivan
Paula & Will Swope
Richard & Rachel Swope
Chad Tolbert & Tom Wilburn
Ring Tsai & Huey Tien
Arun & Neera Ummat
Laurie & George Vieth
Diane Voelker
Kathleen von Roenn
W. L. Lyons Brown, Jr. Fund, Inc.
Delia & Hugh Walker
Ronda Watson & Tammy Crandell
Sally Weidner
Candace Welch
Edith Wells
Beth & Brad Williamson
Kenneth & Pamela Wilson
James & Mitzie Wittliff
John & Cathy Yarmuth
Angela & Sky Yeasayer

THANK YOU TO  
OUR SUPPORTERS

The Waterfront Botanical Gardens would like to thank the many  
individuals, organizations and corporations that support our work.  
The list below reflects donations of over $150 received from  
July 1, 2015, through August 31, 2016.

$150 to $249
Audubon Park Garden Club
Pat Ballard
Michael Bendgen
Jennifer Blair
Caroline & Paul Borgman
Greg Braun
Gloria & Robert Cannon
Linda & George Collins
Curtis Conlin & Chris Welsh
Yolanda Crossman
Jane Disney
T. J. Federer
Kelly Fransen
Pat French
G. LaMar & Joan Gaston, Jr.
Diane Gerrow
Katherine Halloran
Stratton Hammon II
Mary Hanseman
Christina Hansen
Deanna Hipwell
Gill & Augusta Brown Holland
John Howard
David & Anne Karem
Jan Karzen
Cheryl Kinberger
John Klein
Larry Levine
Sarah & James Lynch
Christopher Maggard
Bob & Bo Manning
Kathy & Kent Oyler
Leslie Sheehan
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Women
Albrecht Stahmer
Joan Sutcliffe
Paul & Patricia Vissman
Carita Warner
Alice Wells
Dudley & Nancy Wetherby
Ken & Carolyn Wilson
Windy Hills Garden Club
Molly Wingfield

In-Kind Donations
750Four Productions
Abrams Farm & Nursery
Atria Senior Living
Tavia Cathcart Brown
Copper & Kings
Bruce Dawson
Butchertown Grocery
Digs Home and Garden, Inc.
Dwyer DesignScapes
Etcetera
Edible Louisville
Evan Williams Bourbon Experience
Frank Otte Nursery and  
  Garden Center
Habitat for Humanity ReStore
Heine Brothers
Grant Line Nursery
Hidden Hill Nursery
Chip Jaworski
Landscapes by Dallas Foster, Inc.
Limbwalker Tree Service
Louis’s the Ton
Louisville Paving Company
Louisville Salt Cave
Madonna and Company Hair Studio
Mayan Cafe
Mindsalt
John Nation
New Earth Garden Center
Nugent Sand Company
Perry & Kaelin Landscaping
PriceWeber
River City Paddle Sports
Susan Abigail Schroeder
SCOUT
Speed Art Museum
St. Matthews Feed & Seed
Anne Stewart
John Stone, The Sound Factory
Wallitsch Landscaping
Weightless Float Center

VOLUNTEERS
The Waterfront Botanical  
Gardens would like to thank the 
many individuals who have  
graciously volunteered their time and 
talents during the past year.

Todd Abell
Jennifer Ackerman
Jon Ackerman
Laura Adams
Leigh Anne Albrechta
Hannah Aleksevitch
Kristen Augspurger
Mary Ayers
Tony Bacala
Mary Ellen Baker
Tim Baker
Jeff Baldwin
Daniel Barber
Mary Beth Beard
Kim Behrle
Miriam Bein
Leah Belza
Karen Bohannon
Keith Booker
Rebekah Borah
Anne Borders
Debbie Borens
Phillip Bowlds
Natalie Bratcher
Greg Braun
Paul Bridwell
Mary Bright
Kate Bringardner
Joe Bringardner
Ellie Britt
Libby Brown
Julie Buckler
Gary Buhrow
Nancy Bush
Allen Bush
John Callaway
Johanna Campbell
Karen Campbell
Pat Carey
Jennifer Carmichael
Tavia Cathcart Brown
Sara Ceresa
Chris Chandler
Joyce Clark
Grace Clements
Barbara Coley
Sharon Conners-Krauth
Vicki Corney
Darcy Croghan
Linda Crouch
Karen Dahlem
Jody Dahmer
Barbara Davies
Dean Dimitropolous
Gary Dodson
Kevin Dohn
Sheree Drake
Kevin Duffy
Win Dunwell
Greg Ellis
Mary Jane Emrich
Leila Evans
Nikki Fabrizi
Griffin Falvey
Taylor Fasel
Jennifer Fitch
Ellery Flynn
Amanda Forsting
Claudia Foulkes
Cathy Franck
Elizabeth Frank
Aretha Fuqua
Mark Gaff
Madonna Gammel
Michael Gaubatz
Cindy George
Diane Gerrow
Phil Gerrow

Coleman Gilbert
Quentin Gleitz
Alan Goldstein
Billie Gosney
Peggy Grant
Dominc Gratto
Toni Graves
Colin Gray
Ali Greenwell
Jay Gulick
Lizzie Gulick
Andrew Hagerty
John Haley
David Hall
Katherine Halloran
Patricia Haragan
Mike Hayman
Spencer Haynes
Rick Heavrin
Paul Heintzman
Ian Herrick
A Leslie Hill
Bob Hill
Kathy Hinkebein
Darlene Horton
Todd Hudgens
Laura Hufnagle
Steve Humphrey
Judith Hunt
Tracy Ingram
Strange Jackie
Ann James
Tommy Johns 
Kathering Johnson
Richard Johnson
Rowland Jones
Townsend Jones
Joyce Keibler
Jon Keltner
Kelli Kessling
Michael Kimmel
Sharon Klosterman
Nick Kreevich
Lynn Kunau
Rhys Lam, MD
Joy Lait
Joann Lau
Delin Lau
Yvonne Lehring
Allison Lewis
Karen Lewis
Patrick Lewis
Veeko Lucas
Alex Luken
Lynn Luking
Kathryn Lukszys
Caroline Lussky
Alexander Luzama
Rebecca Maddox
Emily Maier
Dustin Markwell
Kurt Mason
Linda Mathes
Natasha Maze
Wesley Maze
Matt McCall
Brittany McHolan
Courtney McKinney
Colin McNaughton
Woo Speed McNaughton
Tim McWilliams
Connie Meredith
Emily Miles
Gabby Minar
Katherine Moberly
Joy Monsma
Brenda Moore
John Moore
Lindsay Moremen
Elizabeth Mortenson Winlock
Teddie Mower
Jim and Mary Mulloy
John Murray
Jonathan Musick
Leia Nazar
Scott Neff

Jessie Newhouse
Lisa Nicholson
Donna Nistler
Chris Noel
Caroline Nuss
Mary Beth O’Bryan
Patricia Obst
Logan Ormerod
Chris Padgett
Barbara Parkinson
Jessica Pendergrass
Gordon Peterson
James Peterworth
Sarah Pierce
Anne Pinter
Ned Price
Linda Raisle
Megan Raisle
Edwin Ramirez
Max Rego
Nancy Reynolds
Donna Rice
James Rieber
Linda Roush Lowe
David Rummler
Carol Runge
Debbie Ryan
Doris Ryan
Elizabeth Ryan
Craig Rybus
Jon Salomon
Shanna Sanders
Amanda Schmitt
Carlisle Schoner
Susan Schroeder
Mike Searcy
Julianne Sedillo
Anthony Seitz
Bobby Shore
Ben Short
Rachel Short
Valerie Smith
Derek Sprigler
Samantha Stone
Michael Storm
Steve Sullivan
Cindi Sullivan
Danielle Tackett
Sallie Talbott
Cary Thale
Denise Thomas
Abby Thonen
Brenda Thurston
Michael Tigue
Lucy Thurston
Chad Tolbert
Nick Vail
Rich VerWiebe
Brian Voelker
Bill Wade
Stephanie Waltman
Jan Weber
Judy Weintraub
Robert Whayne
Suzanne Whayne
Ruth Ann Whitehouse
Leslie Wilson
Valerie Wilson
Marci Wilson-Bates
Liz Winlock
Leslie Witten
Mary Woolsey
Lantz Wrightsel
Brandi Yeager
Kathy Yerrid
Amber Yocum
Veronica York
Josh Young
Olivia Zoeller

We make every effort to ensure 
that our donor and volunteer list  
is accurate and up-to-date. If  
you see an error, please contact  
us at (502) 276-5404 or  
info@waterfrontgardens.org.



The Waterfront Botanical Gardens will  
be a place for kids to enjoy and learn 
about flora and how it is important to  
our environment. This is especially 
important for urban kids. It’s a revelation 
to them that they can eat things that 
come out of the earth. As an artist, a 
botanical garden stimulates my artistic 
spirit; this is important to me, and to  
our creative community. ”

– 	� GORDON BROWN, Former CEO of Home 
of the Innocents, and consultant, artist 
and member of the Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens Advisory Council

“

P.O. BOX 5056
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