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SPENCER E. CREWS

Executive Director Emeritus, Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha’s Botanical Center

Spencer Crews is executive director emeritus of Lauritzen Gardens in Omaha, Nebraska.  He began his tenure in1996 as the first executive director and led the organization for 22 years.  He earned a B.S., landscape architecture, from Iowa State University and a M.P.A., not-for-profit management, from the University of Missouri-Kansas City.  As a trained landscape architect and horticulturist, he utilized a hands-on approach to fund raising, master planning, garden design and construction of Omaha’s new 100-acre botanical center resulting in more than $70 million of capital investment in fifteen short years.  His vision of regionalism for the institution conveys the subtle beauty of the Midwest and Great Plains in the heart of downtown Omaha.  Although he was the first and only full-time employee when he began, Spencer grew Lauritzen Gardens to a staff of 70 with annual visitation exceeding 270,000.

Spencer participated in a two-year horticulture training program at Longwood Gardens, has worked in private practice as a landscape architect and served as horticulture department chair and instructor at East Central College in the St. Louis area.  He spent several years at the new and rapidly growing Powell Gardens near Kansas City as horticulture manager where he assisted in its growth and development. As a youngster, Spencer enjoyed many summers participating in youth programs at Missouri Botanical Garden where at the age of 16 he acquired his first job as a gardener and began his career path in public horticulture.  
Spencer is proud to be an Honorary Member of The Garden Club of America.
