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Waterfront Botanical Gardens  
is one year old, and still growing.
2020 was a difficult year that affected so many  

lives in ways that many of us will never understand. 

So, how do we continue to grow and move forward 

in the wake of the year of challenge and change? 

What is the role of a garden in this new world? 

It’s been said that once you have a garden you 

have community. In a time when safety and health 

concerns are at the forefront of everything we do 

and everywhere we go, a garden can provide that 

safe, outdoor space for the community that helps 

provide mental balance and healing, it is a place of 

meditation and reconnection with nature, and,  

of course, learning.

Through our efforts on refocusing and rebalancing 

in 2020, we continued to deliver our mission of 

education through the use of virtual tools.  

Even if you couldn’t touch us, you could still  

see us. Our community was able to watch us  

growing and changing.

In the end, we realize that recreation in nature is 

spatial and cannot be recreated virtually. The virtual 

options are not the ideal, just a support tool. Our 

garden space is here for all generations; it is of 

crucial importance for our children today, and  

in the future.

We have hope for the future, for our community and 

for the role the Gardens will play in our community. 

Connecting and reconnecting people with nature 

in order to teach them about the environment 

and the living world around them is our reason for 

being. And, to teach people to be part of a strong, 

accessible community.

Our community is like our garden: the more diversity 

it includes, the more beautiful it becomes. In the 

right balance, symbiosis makes the garden and  

the community healthier and stronger.

Help us plant those seeds and watch a new,  

stronger community grow. Together.

Warmly,

Kasey Maier
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When a crowd of elected officials, community 
leaders and other supporters joined us to 
commemorate the grand opening of Louisville’s own 
“field of dreams” in October 2019, it would have been 
difficult to imagine the challenges that we have all 
since faced both globally and locally. Although the 
past year was perhaps not what any of us expected, 
it was a year of continued growth and development 
for the Waterfront Botanical Gardens. 

There’s nothing quite like a garden to remind us 
that even in the face of immense suffering, despair, 
and loss – life perseveres. It’s been inspiring during 
these tumultuous times to witness the unwavering 
community support for our mission – and to watch 
the site of the Waterfront Botanical Gardens continue 
its transformation from a landfill to a landmark.  
Phase 1C of the development is now underway,  
and when complete, the 6,000 square foot Ellen T. 
Leslie Botanical Classrooms will further our ability 
to plant seeds and grow minds that will better 
appreciate the relationship between plant life  
and a healthy environment. 

On a more personal note, our family’s figurative 
garden grew this past year as well. As the global 
COVID-19 pandemic continued to intensify in 
October 2020, Caroline and I were thrilled to 
welcome Arthur Lloyd Salomon into our lives. 
As a new father of one very young mind, I have 
recommitted to ensuring that the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens will be available as an  
educational and cultural resource to every  
child in our community. 

Our Board has assisted in identifying discrete goals 
for 2021 that align with the organization’s overall 
strategic plan. We are confident that the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens is poised to continue generating 
financial support to fund current and future capital 
projects (and grow the endowment established in 
2020), develop an ever more robust educational 
curriculum, expand both our staff and integration 
of volunteers, and ensure that in every way, we are 
reflective and inclusive of our community’s diversity 
in all forms. 

Audrey Hepburn famously said that, “to plant a 
garden is to believe in tomorrow.”  As the early 
signs of spring 2021 approach, we at the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens have good reason to believe  
in tomorrow more than ever. On behalf of the  
entire Board of Directors, thank you for your 
continued support.

Jon Salomon
Chair, Board  
of Directors
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STAYING IN TOUCH IN 2020
When we opened the Graeser Family Education 
Center and surrounding gardens in October of 
2019, we hosted external events, special events 
for our donors, members and new friends, all 
the while sharing our mission and our plans to 
move the Waterfront Botanical Gardens project 
forward. Once the Pandemic hit in March 2020, 
we made the decision to utilize Zoom and other 
forms of virtual communication to keep our 
supporters engaged and involved. 

One particular program we initiated was our 
“Virtual Happy Hour,” where we invited special 
guests to speak on Zoom at 5:30pm. Guests 
included were Denny Crum, Bob Hill, Tom Owen, 
and Lee Squires, who shared their excitement 
about the Waterfront Botanical Gardens, and 
explained their personal thoughts on why the 
Gardens are important to this region. Through 
this program, our virtual guests were able to learn 
more about the Waterfront Botanical Gardens, 
the history of our site, engage with the speaker, 
and had the opportunity to learn about bonsai 
and our future plans for a Japanese garden.

Elizabeth Chandler
Development Manager

“We hosted 
external events, 

special events 
for our donors, 
members and 

new friends

”

Wanda Peck
Youth Education Specialist



In addition to our popular “Virtual Happy Hour,” 
we offered many virtual tours of the Gardens  
for groups who wished to see our progress.  
Our virtual attendees were able to see all of  
the new exciting features that were built in 2020, 
including the Rounsavall Family Foundation Plaza 
Fountain and the Beargrass Creek Pathway and 
waterfall stream. 

While 2020 was a very different year for us all, 
it did not prevent us from keeping all of our 
wonderful supporters up-to-date and engaged 
with the Gardens.  

EDUCATION
The Youth Education Program Takes Off. WBG’s Youth Education program  
got off the ground in 2020 with the hiring of Youth Education Specialist,  
Wanda Peck. A summary of 2020 programs follows:

Virtual Programming for NTI  
9 Garden inspired educational 
videos that were created to 
complement Kentucky state 
learning standards (pre-K 
and grades K-8). Unlimited 
participants

Family Adventures at the Avish 
90-minute private family 
programs for up to 10.  
52 participants

Sprouts Summer Camps 
Weeklong, half-day camp at the 
Avish focused on fostering skills 
and building confidence in the 
garden. 20 participants 

Second Sundays Family 
Programs 
Family programs for elementary 
children and their families.  
43 participants

Cub Scouts @ the Avish 
Private program where Cub 
Scouts earned their “Into the 
Woods” belt loop by learning 
about trees. 16 participants

DIY Workshop for middle  
and high school students 
Hands-on art projects related  
to plants and gardens.  
24 participants

Girl Scout Garden Days 
90-minute program offering 
Brownie Scouts a chance to 
earn their Outdoor Art Explorer 
Badge. 47 participants

Early Childhood at the Avish  
Private program for a group of 
toddlers/preschool learners and 
their parents. 11 participants



Frankfort Ave.

Steady Progress

Ellen T. Leslie 
Botanical Classrooms

2020 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
With fewer visitors in 2020 due to the pandemic, we were able to move forward 
with construction on a number of different projects.

Working with Metro Louisville Government, 
we were able to aid in the construction of 
a sidewalk along Frankfort Ave. to allow 
pedestrians to now travel safely from Story  
Ave. to River Rd.

In fall 2020, construction started on the Ellen  
T. Leslie Botanical Classrooms. The construction 
of the 6,000 square foot facility was made 
possible by a bequest from the late Ellen  
Leslie in August 2019.

The new classroom building will be used for 
youth and adult education, school field trips, 
and small events and meetings. The building 
includes office and storage space, the Etscorn 
Foundation Teaching Greenhouse, a learning 
lab, courtyard, and horticulture workshop for 
staff and volunteers.

The building was designed by EOP Architects 
of Louisville, with oversight by Perkins+Will to 
ensure that the design and layout are in line with 
our master plan.

The building is expected to open in summer 
2021 and welcome students in the new  
school year.

The Edible Garden planters were installed 
and planted with beautiful vegetables and 
perennials. Construction was completed on the 
Rounsavall Family Foundation Plaza Fountain 
as well as the Beargrass Creek Pathway and 
waterfall stream. Both are important additions 
to Phase 1 of the Gardens.
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Japanese Garden

Ongoing Plantings

Shiro Nakane

Nakane and Associates out of Kyoto, led by 
Shiro Nakane, are finalizing the design of the 
Japanese Garden at Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens. The Nakane team makes periodic 
visits to Louisville to visit the site.

The Graeser family has put up a $500,000 
match grant to get the Japanese Garden 
underway.

In addition to construction, planting continued 
throughout the year. The Helen Harrigan Garden 
now includes hundreds of perennial plants, 
and even more daylily bulbs. Plantings in the 
edible garden beds rotate for each season. The 
area around the Beargrass Creek Pathway will 
someday be a woodland garden. Planting will 
continue in this area for years to come. Finally, 
the area outside the WBG property fence, along 
the Butchertown Greenway, was planted with 
trees and shrubs, thanks to a grant from MSD.

left to right: Kenji Tashiro, Yukihiro Nakane, Kurt Graeser, 
Kasey Maier, David Graeser, Shiro Nakane.



A new entry-point for walkers and 

bikes to the Waterfront Botanical 

Gardens opened on September 2, 

2020. The Beargrass Creek Pathway, 

an ADA accessible, 1,720-foot 

winding path that includes three 

bridges set over a waterfall stream, 

reclaimed limestone seating made 

for reflection, and plantings including 

red buds, weeping conifers, and 

many types of native bushes and 

perennials. It will provide access 

along the east side of the gardens 

from the Butchertown Greenway.

The pathway has been sponsored 

by the Indigo Foundation, and the 

waterfall stream was sponsored in the 

name of the Stuart McCombs Family.

Red maples, tulip poplars, sycamore 

and oak trees have been planted at 

the entry point to create what will 

become a future woodland garden 

experience. Louisville MSD helped to 

fund these plantings through a Green 

Infrastructure Partnership Agreement 

with Waterfront Botanical Gardens. 

Wildflowers, ferns, and shrubs will 

be planted under the trees to grow 

in the shade of the new garden area. 

The path winds up a hill and then 

enters onto the plaza in front of the 

Graeser Family Education Center in 

the Gardens. 

A group of concerned citizens, led by 

Dr. David Wicks, and organizations 

including the Beargrass Creek 

Alliance and Metropolitan Sewer 

District selected the Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens to receive the 

2020 “Steering the Future Course 

of The Beargrass Creek Award” for 

our organization’s efforts in creating 

an access point between Beargrass 

Creek and the Gardens.

Dr. Wicks says of the award given to 

the Gardens, “It is an opportunity to 

reinforce the message that to clean 

up Beargrass Creek, trees and plants 

are the answer. The banks of the 

creek benefit from the filtration and 

stabilization that plants and trees 

provide. We are turning Beargrass 

Creek from a dump into an important 

ecological corridor, just as the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens has 

turned a dump into a nationally-

recognized place for horticulture 

display and environmental learning.”

BEARGRASS CREEK PATHWAY

ROBERT W. 
ROUNSAVALL, JR. 
FAMILY FOUNDATION 
PLAZA FOUNTAIN

In 2019, the family of Robert W. Rounsavall Jr. made 

a donation from their foundation to sponsor the plaza 

fountain. In 2020, the Robert W. Rounsavall, Jr. Family 

Foundation Plaza Fountain was completed and dedicated in 

a ceremony with three generations of the Rounsavall family.

Later in 2020, a double-flowered redbud tree (Cercis 

canadensis ‘Pink Pom Poms’) was planted in the garden  

bed that is the center of the fountain. In addition, 250 

spring bulbs have been planted in the bed and will appear 

in early spring. During December, the fountain is adorned 

with holiday lights as part of Gardens Aglimmer.
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2020 EVENTS

Garden tour with Bob HillNature CraftsBug Parade

Damaris Phillips and Coby Ming with Bluegrass Supper Club

Future entomologistTai Chi in the Gardens



Tour with Denny Crum and Susan Sweeney Crum

Looking for caterpillars

Gardens AglimmerVirtual Cocktails with Tom Owen

Weddings at the Gardens

Staff at the reGeneration Fair
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REVENUE*

Earned Income $   189,626

Individuals $   937,754

Foundations & Corporations $ 681,001   

Government $   333,535

In-Kind $   38,619

Other Income $  328,714

TOTAL REVENUE $ 2,509,249   

EXPENSES

Payroll $      991,058

Professional Services $      64,170

Programs and Events $    173,461

Marketing $    119,004

Fundraising $  23,287

Operating & Administration $      655,588

TOTAL EXPENSES $        2,026,568

2020 
OPERATING 

SUPPORT AND 
REVENUE

2020 FINANCIALS

* �An additional $3,407,921 was received in 2020 from the Ellen T. Leslie Bequest and retroactively attributed to 2019 Revenue following an accounting review. 
It was not reflected in the 2019 Annual Report
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ASSETS

Current Assets

    Total Cash $   3,390,553

   Total Pledges Receivable $   330,426

   Total Other Current Assets $   417,799

Total Current Assets $   4,138,778

Fixed Assets

   Construction in Progress $     2,338,314

   Buildings (less accumulated depreciation) $  4,979,067

   �Land Improvements  
(less accumulated depreciation) $  1,478,689

   Land $  1,564,884

   Equipment (Less accumulated depreciation) $ 104,440

   �Furniture and Fixtures  
(less accumulated depreciation) $ 1,276,384

Total Fixed Assets $   11,992,966

Other Assets 
Beneficial Interest in Harrigan Trust

$   2,416,898

TOTAL ASSETS $   18,548,642

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

    Accounts Payable $     190,205

    Other $  68,980

Total Current Liabilities $   259,185

    Total Long-Term Liabilities $ 749,000

Total Liabilities $   1,008,185

Equity

    Net Assets $ 17,057,774

    Net Income $ 482,683

Total Equity $  17,540,457

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $   18,548,642

2020 
OPERATING 
EXPENSES



Garden Guides 

With the inaugural class in September of 2019, and several 

more classes that have graduated since, the WBG Garden 

Guides form a group of super volunteers who have 

undergone many hours of instruction on all topics WBG - 

from the history of our site, to the people who have shaped 

the project, to the current construction and future plans, to 

the actual plants in the gardens themselves. They help us 

welcome and engage our guests during our public visiting 

hours. If you’re ever on the grounds and see someone 

wearing a button with an orange ASK ME ribbon and either 

a blue button-down garden shirt or a blue pocket apron, 

you have found a Garden Guide!

As the Gardens continue to grow and expand, so will 

this group and the scope of its responsibilities in being 

a positive, people-facing presence. To become a WBG 

Garden Guide, those interested should keep an eye on the 

Volunteer page of the official WBG website, as all upcoming 

class dates and corresponding sign-up links will be posted 

there. Training is offered roughly quarterly and costs $10. 

Everyone who completes all training units is then eligible  

to participate in evaluations and ultimately graduate  

into the group.

2020 LEADERSHIP & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

2020 ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

* �Tree identification tour  
with Olmsted Parks 

* �Shifting the 1500+ plant 
give away (Sips & Seeds) to 
support local restaurants and 
bars at the beginning of Covid 
by incorporating free plants 
with carry-out orders

* �Two private tours at the  
Avish Estate

* �Three Last Summer 
Saturdays private tours at the 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens, 
in partnership with Mutual of 
Omaha with ~20 attendees

* �Continued quarterly trivia 
nights both in-person (when 
safe) and via ZOOM

* �Mulching the entrance hillside 
and Beargrass Creek Pathway  
at the WBG site

* �Terrarium building success at 
WBG’s annual reGeneration 
Fair with 60+ terrariums made 
with guests

* �Volunteering many man-
hours for planting/mulching, 
gathering supplies and 
materials like cardboard and 
native plants, and donating 
fresh veggies for those in 
need with the following 
organizations:

* �Brightside Louisville and 
the Iroquois neighborhood

* �West Louisville Women’s 
Collaborative Peace Garden

* �5th Element Farms aka 
Apocalyptic Acres

* �Feed the Revolution in  
the Portland Orchard and 
Black Market

* �Change Today Change 
Tomorrow with the Change 
Center and the Feed The 
West initiative

* �Gained 100+ followers on 
the Facebook and Instagram 
social media accounts.  
Current status: 500+ on FB, 
360+ on Insta, 300+ on the 
email list

VOLUNTEERS

Allison Whitehouse
Adult Engagement Manager

WBG volunteer

WBG Cultivators

Wilson Ethington  
President

Tonya Record  
Vice President

Becca Hagerty  
Secretary

EVENTS COUNCIL MEMBERS

Chad Tolbert  
Nonprofit Partner  
Committee Chair

Todd Hudgens  
WBG Volunteer 
Committee Chair

Brooke Gorbandt  
Events Committee Chair

Brandon Harwood  
Social Media Coordinator



THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

2020 VOLUNTEER 
COMMITTEE
on hiatus in 2020
	
Cultivators Council 2020

Chad Tolbert (President)
Nicole Humphrey (Vice 
President)
Wilson Ethington
Brooke Gorbandt
Brandon Harwood
Todd Hudgens
Jason Kyle
Tonya Record
Tom Wilburn

		
VOLUNTEERS  
(GG) = Garden Guide 

Rebecca Abell
Patty Anderson (GG)
Mary Ayers
Tony Bacala
Debbie Baker
Susan Barton (GG)
Mary Jane Beale (GG)
Susan Benner
Wayne Bennett (GG)
Laura Benninger
Chris Bidwell (GG)
Mary Alice Bidwell (GG)
Monica Blondell (GG)
Janice Blythe (GG)
Suzanne Blythe
Jennifer Bowles
Ashley Brainer
Ann Brian
Barry Bridges (GG)
Ellie Britt (GG)
Ashley Brown
Dana Brown
Hannah Brown
Jackie Bryan
Judy Buckler (GG)
Kyle Burke
Wendy Butler
Richard Campbell
Susan Carpenter (GG)
Sara Ceresa
Diane Chappell
Molly Chesney (GG)
Brianna Christensen
Bridget Cipolla
Joyce Clark (GG)
Karen Clayton
Eleanor Coke
Trudi Cooke (GG)
William Coomes
Mary Corbett
Victoria Costello (GG)
Michael Cowley
Kay Coyte
Colleen Craven-Becker (GG)

Darcy Croghan (GG)
Gayle Crow (GG)
Alice Culin-Ellison
Cindy Cummins
Ann Davis (GG)
Barbara Davis (GG)
Debby Dawson-Crain (GG)
Carolyn Day
William Dehner
Phoebe DeVore (GG)
Jean Deye
William Dickinson
Aerik Diehlmann
Paula Do
Zachary Doebbler
Caroline Donnelly (GG)
Grace Dumesnil
Angela Dworin
Sharlette Dye
Jan Eastburn (GG)
William Eisner
Mary Jane Emrich (GG)
Lisa Ewen
Kathryn Farmer
Lorraine Farris
Amy Fisher (GG)
Kathy Fisher
Sydney Floden
Marsha Flores (GG)
Hilary Ford (GG)
Claudia Foulkes (GG)
Erikah Fox
Kathy Fries
John Fry (GG)
Mark Gaff (GG)
Brenda Gaffney
Krystal Gallavin
Cole Gilbert
Helga Gilbert (GG)
DeAnn Gilkey (GG)
Rey Gomez (GG)
Sue Goodman
Janet Gramig
Debra Griffin
Catherine Grimes
Mary Grinnan
Donna Gruner (GG)
Kim Haendiges
Erin Harris
Barbara Hartung
Melanie Havlik (GG)
Ed Hill
Jeanne Hines (GG)
Catie Hofmeister
Morgan Hoover
Angie Howard
Emily Howard
Melanie Jefferson
Geneva Jewell (GG)
Adam Johnson
Jennifer Johnson (GG)
Marliese Johnson
Adrienne Jones (GG)

Jane Jones (GG)
Snake Jones
Barbara Kamer-Thompson (GG)
Kimberly Katz
Julie Keller (GG)
Maureen Kelty (GG)
Lauren Kemme
Hannah Kemper
Maddie King
Terri King
Debby King-Nold
Sharon Klosterman
Sandy Kunzler
Karen Lamberton
Susan Lancaster (GG)
Susan Lawyer
Carole Leonard (GG)
Mary Lerman (GG)
Lindsay Lewis
Hoot Lindemann
Diane Lloyd
Miriam Long (GG)
Carolyn Louderback
Lynn Luking (GG)
Edie Mahaffey (GG)
JD Malcom
Jessica Martin
Sue Massey
Carroll McCauley
Nancy McFarland
Jim McNally (GG)
Mary Beth Meagher
Scott Medley
Craig Miller
Joe Miller
Margie Miller
Mary Miller
Derrick Moore
John Morgan
Linda Morris (GG)
Ellen Mueller (GG)
Kristen Nagel
Cassie Nale
Cheryl Neal
Donna Nistler
Stan Nistler
Jennifer O’Connell
Susan Ochs
Rita Ostwalt-Whitfield
Sharen Peckham
Trina Phillips
Sharon Portman
Melanie Posch
Callie Potts (GG)
Sarah Powers
Ned Price (GG)
Jessica Radcliffe
Linda Raisle
Karen Rassenfoss
Donna Rice (GG)
Kalisa Rice
Lora Rice
Jesse Richardson

Dick Riney (GG)
Nonnie Riney
Karen Burke-Rios (GG)
Brandi Roads
Victoria Rodriguez
Marcy Rosengarten
Melanie Rowan
Erin Rozsa
Amy Scheinler
Amanda Schmitt (GG)
Gwen Schroder (GG)
Maria Schulz
Evie Schuster
Karen Schwartz (GG)
Frauke Schwerdtfeger
Donald Scobie (GG)
Anthony Screen
David Shedd
Herb Shulhafer (GG)
Marty Simione
Carrie Smith (GG)
Connie Smith
Trilba Smith (GG)
Deborah Soffes
Linda Sparrow
Janice Staugas (GG)
Kayla Stidham
Sara Stidham
Anika Strand
Preston Terry (GG)
Lauren Theobald
Paula Thieme
Aaron Thomas
Denise Thomas (GG)
Susan Thomason (GG)
Brittany Thompson
Mary Thompson
Kenneth Tilley
Jean Tinsley
John Uhl
Shirley Uhl
Theresa Vail
Briana Vance
Jessiemarie Voigt
Delia Walker (GG)
Ann Wathen
Debi Weeks (GG)
Wesleigh Wethington (GG)
Marianne Wheat
Melissa White
Rich White
Brian Whitehouse
Mike Whitehouse
Ruth Ann Whitehouse
Vanessa Winnecke
Kathleen Wright
Veronica Yancey
Deborah Yocom (GG)
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F.J. Foundation Inc.
Janice Staugas

$15,000-24,999
Nancy D. Bush
Sam and Jean Miller
Samtec Cares
Carolyn and Don Snow
Elizabeth and Jim Voyles
Whippoorwill Family Foundation
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Gregory Patrick Braun
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Richard M. Campbell
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Amy and Michael Caswell
The Good Coin Foundation
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Tom and Leisa Drexler
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Joan and LaMar Gaston
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Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana
Dominic and Ashley Gratto
Vanguard Cleaning Systems  
of Louisville & Lexington
Frank Groves
Hagerty Engineering
Doug Heilman
John Hoagland
Anonymous
Dr. Laura Howard Strong  
and Davis Strong
Scott Howe & Mo McKnight Howe

Doris B. Jones
Donald B Katz
Sarah and Paul Keith
Deborah King
Jimmy Oliver King III
Gary and Maureen Kingry
Kathlyn F. Kirk
KPFF Consulting Engineers
Dee and Garrard Kramer
Dr. Forrest Kuhn
Louisville Downtown Lions 
Charities
Anonymous
Dr. Jim Segal and Caroline Lussky
Nancy and Doug McFarland
Mary Means
Joyce Meyer and Lisa Stemler
Jean B. Miller
Barbara Montgomery
Penelope Morton
Mary and Ted Nixon
Nugent Sand Company
Bill T. Peters
The Porcini/Farmer  
Children’s Foundation
Becky and Rick Reed
Edward and Helen Rhawn Fund
Alice and Dwight Robinson
Erin D. Rouse
Lynn and Henry Sanders
Rick Schneider
Richard and Mary Ann Shu
Ruth Simons
Southern Glazer’s Wine  
and Spirits Charitable Fund
Richard and Peggy Spalding
St. Matthews Feed & Seed
Anne Stewart
Stites & Harbison PLLC
Mary Clay Stites
Patricia Sullivan
Denny and Susan Sweeney Crum
Elizabeth Taylor
Mary Helen Thompson
Bert and Barbara Trompeter
Brian Voelker and Chris Padgett
Bill and Lauri Wade
Allan Weiss
Mac and Catherine Willett
Juliette Willis and  
George Davidson
Chris and Tiffany Wimsatt
Yarnell Family Foundation, Inc.

$500-999
Kristen Augspurger
Stephanie and Richard Barter
Edith Bingham
Julie Boatright and Todd Turner
Barry and Alice Bridges
Jane and Mark Brown
Norman H. Brown
Allen Bush and Rose Cooper
D.T. Campbell
Capricorn Foundation  
Charitable Trust
Alan and Jeanne Carr
Linda S Carter
Jillian Clark
Cochran Foundation
Cody Family, LLC

Benjamin Coomes
Matt and Sharon Costello
William and Sheila Crawford
Annie Darst
Emily Durrett and Leonard Gross
William Eversole
Millie Farmer
Kimberly Freeman
Fund for the Arts
Ed and Debbie Galloway
Amanda Gist
Vycki Goldenberg-Minstein
Greater Louisville Bonsai Society
Anne and Jerry Greenwell
Tye and Eileen Haeberle
Lynn Hampton and Dennis Auld
Eleanor and Owen Hardy
Rick and Mary Ellen Harned
Gil Haugh
Anonymous
Marcia and Chris Hermann
Hidden Hill Nursery
Bob and Janet Hill
Eron and Jennifer Jaber
Richard Johnson
Kroger
Edward Kruger and Jeff Rodgers
Cheri Levinson
Louisville Audubon Society
Alexandra Luken
Marion McClain
Susan Means
Nejma Piagentini
George and Marti Plager
Trudy and Martin Ray
Lula Reynolds
Jon and Caroline Salomon
Raymond Schuhmann
Rita Schuler
Ann Settles
Sibling Partners LLC
Valerie J. Smith
Aaron C. Spalding
Sony Steier
John P Stern
Michael Storm
Sally and Thorne Vail
Kathleen and Matthew Watkins
Lowry Watkins, Jr.
Vertner Smith and Barbara West 
Charitable Fund
Patricia and William West
Carole and Larry Whitledge
Jonathan Wolff
Kathleen and Michael Wright

$250-499
Aline Abell
Amal and Ruchi Agarwal
Joseph and Sue Albrechta
Mary Albrektson
Corey Buren Anderson
Mary and Paul Ayers
Joanne and Rob Bader
Lisa Baker
Kay Ball
Chad Ballard
Sarah Balliet
Virginia Balmer
Susan Barton

THANK YOU, DONORS!



Teresa Beam
Bill and Monette Beam
Bedded Bliss, Inc
Larry Benner
Cheryl Bensing
Lacey Biller
Linda Billingsley
Bisig Impact Group
Janice R. Blythe
Rebecca Booth and  
Stephen Savage
Bonnie and Lawrence Boram
Kevin and Susan Borders
Ann and Roy Bowling
Susan Brasch
Pamelia Brashear
Amy Briggs
Ellie Britt
Pam Brown
Johnnie Brown
Laura Lee Brown
Marie Bunce and JoAnn Hughes
Jane E. Burbank
John and Mary Jo Burns
Wendy and David Butler
Lynn K. Carrie
Tony R. Carrie
Mary Casey
Bev Chandler and Susie Fight
Amy Clement
Bonnie E. Coates
J. Terrence and Peggy Cody
George Coleman
Chris Conley
John M. Conner
Robert and Terri Connolly
Colleen M Connor
Gary Cook and Sandy  
Wendy-Cook
Pat Cooke
Denny Coyne
Myrtha Kay Coyte
Kevin Cropper
Jeff and Cindy Cummins
Deidre M. Cunningham
Robert Darwin
Deborah Dawson-Crain
Donald R. Dentinger
Susan and Spencer DePree
Bonnie and Robert Dever
Dean and Hadley Dimitropoulos
Jenny and Mark Dobbins
Sandra Dodge
Eleanor A. Dougherty
Marilyn Duke
Drew Duncan
Brittany Dunning
Chip and Rebecca Edwards
John Eifler
Amanda Lee Epley
Falls City Brewing
William D. Falvey
Leo J. Fante
Richard and Bonnie Fellows
Joan Ferch
Stuart Ferguson
Anne Fitzpatrick
Jay Fleshman
Marsha Flores
Hamza A. Foy
Sue Freas
Amy Gancher

Matt and Hope Gardiner
Marian Gardner
Stephanie Geddes
Bruce Gordon
Madison Graves
Joey and Maggie Griesbeck
Monica Griffith
Mike and Paula Grisanti
Todd and Leah Gruenig
Charlie and Janet Hagerty
Jill Hall
Patricia and Chris Haragan
Alex Harcourt
Donna B. Hardy
Cindy Hawley
Alison Hawthorne
Kelsey Heckaman
Katherine Hegg
Sue and James Hinkebein
Gene and Peggy Hoffman
Mary Hora and John McLeod
Heather Horton
Bill and Susan Howard
Patrice and Thomas Huckaby
Anonymous
Patricia A. Jacobs
Jefferson County Master 
Gardener Assoc. Inc.
Marcia Jumblatt
Elaine Kerley
Ken Kinberger
Monica Kiper
Olivia A. Kleier
Nicholaus Koesters
Karissa Korinek
Carol and Ramsey Kraft
Joe Krill
Arielle Kruger
Jason W. Kyle
Susan and Joseph Lancaster
Barbara and Bill Lavier
Beverly D Lawrence
Emily Lawrence
Teresa Leake
Joan Lenahan
Jeannie and John Livesay
Diane Houk Lloyd
Louisville Area Daylily Society
William G. Lussky
Carl Lutes
Edie Mahaffey
Geoff and Michelle Mallett
Janine Malone
Maria Margulis
Alvin Martin and Mary  
Helen Davis
Mary Jo Mayer
Maude McCarthy
James McKinney
Nadine J. McQueenie
Laura and Andy Means
Marilyn Meredith
Eileen and Frederick Miller
Glynn Morgen
Victor Morris
Marisa Motley
Carol and Jim Murphy
Debra and David Nicholson
Donna and Stan Nistler
Don and Dottie Nix
Jackson Noe
Larry Overstreet

Tom and Phyllis Owen
Patrick Payne, Jr.
Patsie Peak
Sarah W. Pearrow
Jen Pellerin
Dana M. Pettit
Mary M. Phelps
Melissa Platt
Laura Plumley
Lana Proffitt
Mark and Betsy Prussian
Paula and Barron Purifoy
Bennye Rapp
Megan Rasmussen
Justin Ray
Tracy Redmon
Stephanie Reese
Judy Reibel
Chad Reischl
Michael Richardson
River City Paddle Sports
Natalie Rogers
Laura K. Rolling
Dennis Rollins
Jon and Caroline Salomon
Simone B. Salomon
Ivy Salyer
Vernon Sandell
Anonymous
Andrew Schaftlein
Craig Scherman
Arlene C. Schuler
Louise Seiler
Kelly and Joe Seiler
Micah Sellinger
Anonymous
Barbara Helen Sherman
J. Herb Shulhafer
David Sipes
Mildred Smith
Ivy Smoley
Anchorage Botanical Society
Solita Soliman-Slaughter
Joan and Jim Solley
Ann and Craig Spencer
Anita Spoelker
Linda and Lee Squires
Kaci Stephens
Brent Stern
Lynda Stuart
Carol Summe
Sally and John Taylor
Peter Thompson and  
Dr. Rebecca Terry
Stephanie Tittle
Kim Toney
Audrey Bieber Torstrick
Deborah Tuggle
Joyce Van Berkel
Laurie and George Vieth
Patricia and Paul Vissman
Robert W. Volpert
Dina Vuturo
Nancy Walker
Will Ward
Heidi Wasserman
Ann S. Wathen
Marcy Watson
Jan Weber
Sally and Karl Weidner
Edith Wells

Sarah West
Catherine Whitlatch
The Whitmans
David and Fife Wicks
Gail Winger
Nickolas and Deidre Winslow
Barbara W. Wright
Bob and Sara Wynkoop
Mark Zdobylak
Kenneth and Shelly Zegart

$150-249
Ed and M.A. Allgeier
Lisa Archer
Madeleine Arnold
Kyle Bianconcini
Charities Aid Foundation  
of America
Patti Clare and Jack Trawick
Dr. Luca Conte and Diana Parker
Rita and Danny Dobson
William Flowers
GE Foundation
Larry E. Fuller
Joyce and Gordon Garner
Ed and Barb Haines
Lee and Jack Hancock
Joseph Harwell
Joan Hedges
Allison C. Henry
Anna Huang Shrader  
and Robb Shrader
Lisa Jackson and William Betsill
Susan and Steve Kute
Nana Lampton
Adele and Leonard Leight
Debby Levine
Judy Lyle
Lynne Lyndrup
Christopher Manzo  
and Elizabeth Foley
Alok Maskara
Anonymous
Alan and Alesia Mullis
Erin Obenauf
Brian and Lydia Pearson
Anh Phan
Barton Reutlinger
Teresa and Brian Riggs
Dinnie Rogers Dyer and  
Robert Dyer
Margaret Seay
Anonymous
Amy and Llewellyn Spears
David Taylor and Beth  
Boesche-Taylor
Rick Jenkins and Virgil Vaughn
Alice and Crawford Wells
Susannah Woodcock  
and David Tachau
Grace Wooding
Sheldon Yoffe

We make every effort to ensure  
that our donor and volunteer list  
is accurate and up-to-date.

Our donor listing reflects cash 
received from donors during 2020.

If you see an error, please contact: 
(502) 276-5404 or  
info@waterfrontgardens.org



TRIBUTES IN MEMORY
Mary Bartram
Bridget Ann Bentley
Mary Bingham
Lila Boden
Rosemary Boone
Bob Byrd
Steve Callahan
Sabrina DeLynn Carman
V. V. Cooke
Bob DeWeese
Judy Eberle
Eric Graeser
Stevie Hays Finn
Shannon Holderfield
Judy Hunt
Margaret Kinberger
Geneva Kinser

Leona “Lee” M. Long
Caroline Collis Moore
Sally Moorefield
Frances Newman Alden
Joanne Oldham
Judith Payne
Jean Poythress
Barbara Pruchniak
Ruth Rassinier
June Richards
Martha B Schuhmann
Richard G. Segal
Marilyn Underwood Riley
Dorothy Wade
Mary Webb
Sandra Wilch
Judy Wright
Geoff Young
Annie Young Smith

TRIBUTES IN HONOR
Greg Braun
Jeanne Carr
Sarah Ewing Ernst
Theda King-Adkins
Dee Kramer
Andrea Kristofy
Levitia McLemore
Diane Pedro
Steve Socha
Jean Tucker
Carita Warner

THANK YOU, DONORS! (CONTINUED)

BY THE NUMBERS 
Accomplishments and other  
interesting facts

4,000+
GARDENS 
AGLIMMER 

ATTENDEES

368
SHRUBS

415
PERENNIALS

232
VIRTUAL

GARDEN TOUR
ATTENDEES

1,322
NEW

MEMBERS

4,466
INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

7,358
EMAIL

NEWSLETTER
RECIPIENTS

5,555
BULBS, PLANTS

AND TREES
PLANTED14,013

FACEBOOK 
FOLLOWERS

228
ACTIVE

VOLUNTEERS

1,450
ANNUALS &

VEGETABLES

3,200
BULBS



IN KIND DONATIONS
Bisig Impact Group
Steve and Merry-Kay Poe
Relay Design Co.
Chase Environmental Group
Riverfarm Nursery
Snow Hill Nursery
Klyn Nurseries
Spring Meadow Nursery
Frank Otte Nursery and  
Garden Center
Natorp Nursery
Kurt Graeser
Hilario Ramirez

Sue Massey
Bessie Klein
Patrick and Tammy Carey
Gayle Brown
Richard Feller
Thomas Huckaby
Caren Cunningham
JoAnn Luecke
Stan Gray
Louisville Area Daylily Society
John Austin Clark
Dr. Martin and Joan Steiner

Chad Tolbert
Tom’s Terrariums
Olmsted Parks Conservancy
Beam Suntory
Phocus
Marc Murphy 
Apocalypse Brew Works
Valerie J. Smith
Southern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits

142
YOGA 

ATTENDEES

376
VIRTUAL

COCKTAIL
PARTY

ATTENDEES

61
ANNUAL
MEETING

(VIRTUAL)

500
reGENERATION 

ATTENDEES

50
ANNUAL
MEETING

(IN PERSON)

11,781
PRINTED

NEWSLETTER
RECIPIENTS

122
TREES

11,384
VISITORS TO

THE GARDENS

53
TAI CHI

ATTENDEES

Our friends and the main branch of the Louisville 

Free Public Library hosted an exhibit of the former 

Ohio Street Dump, and some of its remnants,  

early in the year. Paul Burns pulled together  

artifacts that we found on our site, photographs,  

and historical articles for an excellent, free exhibit.

Landfill to Landmark Exhibit

2,868 water bottles saved 
by the Louisville Water 
Company water fill station

Steve Wiser giving 
a talk about the 

Ohio Street Dump



04Yr 

THIS IS WHERE WE 

waterfrontgardens.org

Cover Photo: Makenzie Rieber


