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Dear Friends,

The last couple of years have been unusual and disruptive 

for all of us. Managing a growing nonprofit in this 

environment has been challenging, in a good way! We have 
been able find creative ways to run the organization, raise 

money, serve our students, engage our members and bring 

you beautiful gardens regardless of what has been going on 

with the pandemic. Being an outdoor entity, we were able to 

welcome over 20,000 guests in 2021!

Working for a rapidly growing organization is not for 

everyone. The vision is exciting, but the actual work to bring 

it to fruition is not for the faint of heart. We have had some 

staff changes over the last few years, but we are working 

hard to build the team that can carry our mission forward. 

This requires skill, knowledge, maturity and teamwork in an 

ever-changing, and often challenging, environment. 

I am very proud of how our staff have remained reliable and 

steadfast in moving our business forward, and providing the 

relevant services to our community in this uncertain world. 

We have increased our numbers in all that we do - events, 

adult classes, youth served, members, donors, and the 

number of beautiful plants and trees we are planting on  

a former landfill.

The team that is successfully providing these services on 

time, efficiently and cost effectively while sticking to our 

mission, is the same smiling team providing you with the 

best experience you can have when you walk into our 

wonderful world of plants and flowers.

I want you to know that we are working in collaboration with 

other nonprofits in our community - from parks and gardens 

to schools and churches in all parts of the community. We 

believe in cooperation, not competition. We are sharing 

resources and intellectual capital to make this region a 

better place to live in terms of educational opportunities 

and rich green spaces where we all can learn.

With all these challenges in 2020 and 2021, our donors still 

came through. I hope they know how much their support 

means to the future, full 23-acre garden for this region, and 

the upcoming generations that will enjoy these gardens 

when we are gone.

Our work continues, but so will the challenges. We welcome 

these opportunities for growth and the possibilities 

these challenges bring. As we complete Phase 1 of our 
Master Plan, which includes the Tree Allée, Beargrass 
Creek Overlook, and a world class Japanese Garden, I 

want to thank all our donors, true “believers” who have 

supported the vision for the Japanese Garden before 

we’ve even broken ground. We are excited to bring this 

amazing cultural asset to the region, and the possibilities 

for educational growth and cultural understanding that will 

come with it.

Visit the gardens soon and you will be able to witness  

our next stage of construction. This is your Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens. The team and I hope to see you in the 

very near future.

Warmly,

Kasey Maier

President
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At the outset of my final year as Chair of the Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens Board, it is gratifying to see how 

far our organization has progressed – and daunting to 

consider the challenges that still lay ahead. My goals as 

Chair for the past three years have been two-fold: to help 
successfully transition the Waterfront Botanical Gardens 
from a concept that existed largely on paper to a built 
environment that is operating and open to visitors, 
and to strengthen our internal organizational structure 

to keep pace with a period of rapid growth. Because of 

our talented and dedicated staff, board members and 

other volunteers, I am proud to report that we have made 

significant progress on both fronts. 

When we celebrated the opening of the Graeser Family 

Education Center in October 2019, it would have been 

difficult to imagine that less than two years later, the Ellen 

T. Leslie Botanical Classrooms would already be furthering 

our educational mission as well. In August 2021, after 

many, many years of hard work by both organizations, the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens finally secured ownership of 

property from Waterfront Development Corporation that 

will be a critical component of our project’s future growth.  

It is hard to believe that we are already focused on the 

completion of Phase 1 of the Waterfront Botanical Gardens 

Master Plan – which will include the region’s only Japanese 

garden by world-renowned designer Shiro Nakane. 

Although it is probably easier to observe the significant 

changes to our physical environment, the Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens has also been maturing quickly as 
an organization.  Following the completion of a strategic 

planning process, our board’s various committees have 

done outstanding work in coordination with staff to ensure 

that our organizational goals have been met not only 

as to capital projects – but also in the areas of resource 

development, programming, finance, human resources, 

and board governance.  Without the leadership of our 

Committee Chairs and members, these successes simply 

would not have been possible. As a result of these efforts, 

our organization is stronger than ever despite the global 

challenges of the past few years – and with an outstanding 

class of new board members for 2022, we are poised for 

continued growth in the years to come.  

Even so, the path ahead will not be easy. The Japanese 

Garden will present our most challenging undertaking 

to date, from both a design and overall cost perspective. 

Despite all of our past accomplishments, the completion 

of Phase 1 – and ultimately our entire 23-acre campus 

– will depend on even greater levels of dedication and 

community support going forward. The difference now 

is that the Waterfront Botanical Gardens community 
has already proven that it can do big things – and 

our confidence about the future is informed by past 

experience. On behalf of our Board of Directors, we hope 

that you will roll up your sleeves and join us in this effort – 

and look forward to seeing you at the Gardens.   

Jon Salomon
Chair, Board  
of Directors
Partner, Tachau  
Meek PLC
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“Beginning is easy,
     continuing is hard”
      – JAPANESE PROVERB



In August of 2019 we were notified that Ellen  
T. Leslie had passed, and left us over $5 million 
from her estate. This visionary gift allowed us to  
move forward with the much-needed  
classroom building.

In 2020 we hired local architecture firm, EOP 
Architects, and began discussions of what was 
needed in the new 6,000-square ft.-classroom. 
Horticulture and Education staff Jamie  
Burghardt and Wanda Peck were part of  
the team who met on a regular basis with  
the architects to understand how to design  
the space most efficiently.

Construction on the building started in late 2020, 
and the ribbon cutting was held on July 2, 2021. 
The building includes much-needed office and 
storage space, the Etscorn Foundation Teaching 

Greenhouse, an educational display area, a large 
classroom, the Samtec Cares Courtyard and the 
F.J. Foundation Horticulture Workshop.

This new building allowed us to increase our 
educational programming for both adults and 
youth, including camps that are now offered 
at WBG. In addition, our Horticulture staff and 
interns now have work space and prep space 
for their tools and materials for the gardens. 
The Leslie Botanical Classrooms also plays a 
significant role in our larger events such as the 
reGeneration Fair and Gardens Aglimmer. 

Children in our community will benefit for  
years to come from the vision and generosity  
of Ellen T. Leslie.

THE ELLEN T. LESLIE  
BOTANICAL CLASSROOMS

JAPANESE GARDEN SPONSORSHIPS
A multitude of unique elements are available to be sponsored in the future world-class Japanese 
Garden and adjacent Bonsai Garden at WBG. We are pleased to have secured several sponsorships 
for the Japanese Garden in 2021. Most notably, the Bonsai Garden was sponsored by members of the 
Graeser Family, as the legacy of Emil and Nancy Graeser continues to inspire. 

In addition to the Graeser Family 
Bonsai Garden, the following elements 
were sponsored in 2021:

West Gate:  
Irvin F. & Alice S. Etscorn  
Charitable Foundation

Crane & Tortoise Islands:  
John and Gretchen Clark

Zig Zag Bridge:  
Shelly and Kenny Zegart

Cherry Tree Promenade:  
Mary Beth and Charlie Clark

Autumn Grassland:  
Lisa Zaring

Waterfall Pathway:  
In Honor of Leslie Sheehan 

Tea Garden:  
Matthew Rutherford and Grace Brown

Stone Bridge #1 and #2:  
Judy and Bob Ayotte

Pebble Beach:  
Maureen and Gary Kingry

Large Scale Pruned Shrubs:  
Abby and Fairleigh Lussky 

For more details on available sponsorship opportunities for you or your company, 
please contact Brett Shepherd, Director of Capital Campaigns, at 502.494.0370 
or bshepherd@waterfrontgardens.org.
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July 24, 2021 was a remarkable day in the history 
of Waterfront Botanical Gardens, as the land 
for the future two-acre Japanese Garden 
was officially dedicated. We were joined by a 
distinguished guest, Japanese Consul-General 
Kayoko Fukushima, from Nashville, who shared 
words of encouragement and inspiration on 
behalf of Japan. 
 
Days prior to the dedication, the two acres 
encompassing the future location of the Japanese 
Garden were cleared and appropriately outlined 
with Japanese and American flags. In addition, 
several colored flags were placed throughout the 
site, marking the locations of prominent features 
such as the Main Gate, Tea House, Arched Bridge 
& Waterfall, and the Graeser Family Bonsai 
Garden. Guests who attended the dedication, 
including Louisville Metro Council President David 
James,  were invited to explore the newly-cleared 
space following the short program. 

Later that evening, Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens co-hosted the Japan/America Society 
of Kentucky’s Summer Celebration. Guests 
from all around the Commonwealth gathered 
for traditional Japanese food and spirits, 
entertainment including a koto player and 
Taiko drummers, and an official introduction to 
the Japanese Garden project. A short program 
featured remarks by Kentucky Senate President 
Robert Stivers, Louisville Metro Council President 
David James, and Consul-General of Japan 
Kayoko Fukushima. 
 
Kentucky music legend  Bonnie “Prince” Billy, 
closed out the program with a performance of 
“This Is Far From Over,” and guests enjoyed sake 
on the plaza following a traditional sake barrel 
breaking ceremony.

JAPANESE SUMMER CELEBRATION 

In Stream Stepping Stones:  
Capricorn Foundation

Bamboo Grove:  
Elaine Branaman

Bonsai House:  
Joe and Debbie Graviss

Brett Shepherd
Director of Capital Campaigns
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UPDATED MASTER PLAN

As we have been building out Phase 1, we have 
made design changes to the original plan. The 
biggest change was the relocation of the 
Conservatory to the northeast corner of the site 
and the relocation of the Japanese Garden, as well 
as the increase in size in both.

The redesign of the Conservatory now includes 
a 35,000 square ft. building with 75’ ceilings to 
host tropical and other plants all year round. The 
new location will provide important visibility of the 
building when driving down River Road. Setting the 

In 2014, the Master Plan for the 23-acre site of 
the Waterfront Botanical Gardens was designed 
by Perkins&Will, an architecture firm based in 
Atlanta and Chicago. The creation of the design 
followed multiple community meetings with donors 
and constituents in the neighborhood, as well 
as individuals who are active in the garden and 
horticulture world. At that time, we had one staff 
member – me (Kasey Maier).

Kasey Maier
President
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Conservatory on the hillside of the landfill  
allows for vehicle entry into the lower level  
of the building for plants, horticulture staff,  
and equipment needs.

The Japanese Garden was originally planned as 
a simple one-acre garden with a very small tea 
house. Thanks the to vision of Emil and Nancy 
Graeser and their family, the Japanese Garden will 
now be a two-acre garden with a larger tea house, 
summer house, waterfall, stream, pond and bonsai 
garden. This world-class garden is being designed 
by Shiro Nakane of Kyoto, Japan.

In the redesign, the Visitor Center has grown 
in size as well. The building will now house a 
restaurant with an outdoor patio facing downtown 
Louisville and the Ohio River, a gift shop, display 
area, offices, meeting spaces and more.

We are very proud of the work of our staff, 
board and committees to continue the vision of 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens with the proper 
oversight in terms of construction, expenditures, 
and future forecasting.



We are so excited to announce 
that in 2021, our Adult Education 
programming blossomed and 
flourished at WBG! In 2020, we 
hosted 12 classes - that number 
grew to 75 mission-focused classes 
in 2021. We offered classes in all 
areas of horticulture, gardening, art, 
wellness, and waterway history. But, 
it goes much deeper than that. Each 
class aimed to raise each learner’s 
awareness of how the environment 
is interconnected with the plant life 
around us and how it impacts our 
daily lives. 

When we host an adult class or 
workshop at WBG, we hope that 
attendees leave feeling refreshed 
and proud to identify as a lifelong 
learner. Some of the most popular 
classes were “Repotting Orchids,” 
our “Heart, Spirit, & Mind” Series, 

and our fabulous Culinary Series: 
“Garden to Fork.” We are so proud 
of every teacher that inspired the 
students in our classroom in the 
newly-completed Leslie Education 
Classroom space. Thank you speakers 
and teachers!

We are also proud of our Japanese 
class offerings that took off in 2021! 
This focus was to bring awareness 
to our current project: The Japanese 
Garden. We hosted classes from 
understanding Japanese cooking 
techniques, to practicing ikebana, the 
art of Japanese flower arranging. We 
have many more classes planned in 
the future, like origami lessons using 
paper made from local invasive trees, 
bonsai classes, and a special bento 
box demonstration. We cannot wait 
to continue expanding these class 
options with your support!  

Thank you to all 1,005 students 
we taught last year, and we hope 
to continue bringing you new and 
exciting experiences at WBG. 

ADULT EDUCATION
Kat Rivers
Adult Education Coordinator

SCULPTURE IN THE GARDENS
At Waterfront Botanical Gardens we feel that art enhances 
the visitor’s garden experience. In 2021 we added more art 
to our Gardens, in addition to Capriccio which was installed 
in 2019.

Artist Caren Cunningham is a professor of Art at Bellarmine 
University and a sculptor. In 2021, Caren donated four of her 
sculptures to the Waterfront Botanical Gardens, and they 
were installed around the Beargrass Creek Pathway  
in January.

Super Stupa is a 93-inch piece, and Folly Family is a group 
of three sculptures that range from 52 to 84 inches.

“Two of my absolute favorite things in this world are art and 
the natural world,” said Cunningham. “It is important to me 
that everyone has access to these two things, and at the 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens, they do.”

In June, artist Brook Forrest White, Jr. installed a 100-piece, 
glass art installation on the front of the Ellen T. Leslie 
Botanical Classrooms. This piece was created at Flame Run 
Studio in Louisville and took several months to complete.. 
Once the 100 individual glass discs were made, the artist 
laid them out in this stunning design and mounted them on  
a hidden frame to the building.

The art piece, entitled Synthesis, is lit at night and is visible 
across the garden. Each disc is sponsored by a donor, 
helping us raise money to continue building the Gardens. 

Folly Family

Synthesis



In the fall of 2021, Waterfront 
Botanical Gardens purchased 
4.6 acres of land directly across 
Frankfort Ave. from Waterfront 
Development Corporation for our 
future parking lot. Acquiring this 
land took many months of research, 
legal work and permit acquisition 
from MSD and Metro Louisville. Much 
like our main 23 acres, this land was 

formerly homes and plots of land 
owned by individuals. Many hours of 
title work was completed before the 
acquisition could take place.

The parking lot development will be 
part of Phase 2 of our project, along 
with the Visitor Center and Children’s 
Garden. As the parking lot sits in the 
flood plain, rain water gardens will be 

an important part of the plan.  
The first step of this project 
is clearing the site of acres of 
trash, which will happen in 2022. 
Development of the lot is still 
years away, but will follow best 
new practices in sustainable and 
environmentally-friendly parking  
area design.

FUTURE PARKING LOT

2021 ANNUAL MEETING 
WITH PANAYOTI KELAIDIS
Jamie Burghardt
Director of Horticulture  & Education

Waterfront Botanical Gardens’ Annual Meeting took place 
on November 4 in the Graeser Family Education Center. 
Following the usual casual dinner for 110 attendees, guest 
speaker Mr. Panayoti Kelaidis, Senior Curator and Director 
of Outreach at Denver Botanic Gardens spoke for just 
over an hour. 

Panayoti’s presentation – East is East and West is 
West: will the two ever meet? – shared garden plant 
possibilities that may grow successfully in both Denver 
and Louisville. Panayoti mentioned the change in climate 
experienced recently on the Front Range, a section of 
the Southern Rocky Mountains which is in Colorado, 
is experiencing more frequent droughts. This fact has 
resulted in a broad shift and improvement in garden 
aesthetics in the West. 

In addition, Panayoti shared the genesis and development 
of the 23-acre Denver Botanic Gardens, pondering how 
our garden may follow a very similar path and rate of 
facility and plant collection growth. The Denver garden 
now boasts over 2 million visitors per year.

The evening concluded with Q&A from the audience.  
The discussion included the speaker revealing that his 
favorite plants are irises, even after all the worldwide 
plant collecting trips and unique plants he has brought 
back to the U.S. Panayoti recommended that after our 
Japanese Garden’s completion, he feels a substantial 
rock garden would be an exciting, regionally unique and 
relevant project to construct on our site.

WATERFRONT 
BOTANICAL 
GARDENS

1425 Frankfort Ave.

I-71

River Rd.

FUTURE 
PARKING
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Japanese Garden Dedication Ceremony

Graeser Family at Summer Japanese Celebration DIY Program Music in the Gardens

Summer Camp

Gardens Aglimmer. Photo Credit: Steve Grider

In 2021 we hosted several virtual 

events. One of those was Coffee 

with Dawne Gee. During her tour 

of the Gardens recorded in late 

March, Dawne shared some of her 

thoughts with us.

Dawne Gee: 

“It’s miraculous. It’s almost like 

the best prescription in life to 

walk around the Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens. When I ran in 

here, I was worried about a lot of 

things. And for about an hour, I 

forgot about all of that. It was just 

the wind. And I got to hear the 

water coming over the rocks, and 

I got to see flowers that I maybe 

had never seen before. And colors 

that God created that we can’t 

recreate. It’s the best prescription 

in the world.”

“And so, to think that little ones 

with minds that are ready to go 

and do things differently will 

come in and learn. Why do I need 

a tree? Where should I plant a 

tree? Why is this grass important? 

Why shouldn’t I go just chopping 

DAWNE GEE VISITS THE GARDENS



2021 EVENTS

Music in the Gardens Japanese Garden Dedication Ceremony Girl Scout Program

Gardens Aglimmer. Photo Credit: Steve Grider

down everything that I see that’s 

in my way? They’ll learn that. 

And, while they’re taking care 

of the Earth and learning, I can 

guarantee you, it is a promise 

in my heart that something is 

growing inside, whatever that 

might be. Those little ones that 

will come here and learn about 

the Earth, it will plant a seed.  

I know that.”

“What’s so important about the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens 

is it’s my garden. If I want it to 

be, I’m welcome here. Anyone is 

welcome here. This is our garden. 

It’s not a government garden.  

It’s a community garden.”
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2021 FINANCIALS

 Individuals $ 3,103,299

 Foundations & Corporations $ 1,237,331

 Earned Income $ 314,745

 Government $ 258,372

 Other Income $ 258,209

 In-Kind $ 28,607
_________________________________________________

 TOTAL REVENUE $ 5,200,563

 Payroll $ 1,271,936

 Operations & Administration $ 479,183

 Programs and Events $ 152,734

 Marketing $ 115,691

 Professional Services $ 71,088

 Fundraising $ 61,047
_________________________________________________

 TOTAL REVENUE $ 2,151,679

 NET INCOME $ 3,048,884

REVENUE EXPENSES
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ASSETS

Current Assets

   Total Cash $   1,939,520

   Total Pledges Receivable $   1,544,650

   Total Other Current Assets $   58,522

Total Current Assets $   3,542,692

Fixed Assets

   Construction Progress $     561,136

   Buildings (net of accumulated depreciation) $  8,464,540

    Land Improvements  
(less accumulated depreciation) $  2,566,671

   Land $  2,103,199

   Equipment (net of accumulated depreciation) $ 123,350

    Furniture and Fixtures  
(less accumulated depreciation) $ 1,278,560

Total Fixed Assets $   15,097,456

Other Assets 
$   2,718,541

TOTAL ASSETS $   21,358,689

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

    Accounts Payable $     38,031

    Other $  153,676

Total Current Liabilities $   191,707

    Total Long-Term Liabilities $ 640,000

Total Liabilities $   831,707

Equity

    Net Assets $ 17,478,098

    Net Income $ 3,048,884

Total Equity $  20,526,982

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $   21,358,689

2021 
OPERATING 
EXPENSES



In November, Waterfront Botanical Gardens received  

a donation of six bonsai trees from the Chicago Botanic 

Garden. This gift, along with generous donations from the 

Graeser family, the Graviss family, and the Greater Louisville 

Bonsai Society, will help make Louisville’s first Japanese 

Garden and Bonsai Garden a reality. With 24 bonsai trees in 

WBG’s initial inventory, the bonsai garden will highlight the 

beauty of this unique Japanese artform that dates back to 

the 12th century in Japan.

“I believe that collections should work together and help 

each other get better,” said Chris Baker, Bonsai Curator 

at the Chicago Botanic Garden. “Whether through tree 

exchanges or visits to collections for knowledge exchange, 

I’ve benefited greatly on so many levels from those 

collaborations. After hearing the vision for the Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens collection, I knew this would be another 

one of those relationships that would be mutually beneficial 

and worthwhile.” The bonsai trees will be on display for 

the public once the Japanese Garden is complete.

 

Individuals who freely give of their time and energy to serve 

others are one of the most valuable resources we have. The 

volunteers at Waterfront Botanical Gardens continued to 

rise to the occasion as the needs of our gardens continued 

to grow. With more than 300 active volunteers in 2021, our 

volunteers collectively worked 4,825 hours supporting 

the staff and overall mission of our project. They worked 

alongside us while representing WBG in the community as 

we expanded our volunteer program and experience. 

WBG VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE 

The Volunteer Committee served as the primary volunteer 

leadership group for the Waterfront Botanical Gardens by 

representing all volunteers while providing support to WBG 

staff in the management and advancement of the volunteer 

program. This group’s endless devotion to WBG was evident 

throughout the year. Whether they were planning the 

annual Volunteer Appreciation event, managing the 300+ 

volunteers needed to staff Gardens Aglimmer or helping to 

evaluate and improve trainings, no task was too big for the 

volunteer committee. 

CULTIVATORS COUNCIL 

The WBG Cultivators are a group of young adults in 

our volunteer base comprised of earth-lovers who are 

interested in connecting with other like-minded friends on 

the principles of environmental education, sustainability 

and strengthening cultural life in our hometown. 

Cultivators are led by the Cultivators Council, a small but 

mighty group of Cultivators who support the WBG project 

by planning, promoting, and advocating through annual 

social activities and fun events directed towards a younger 

demographic. Their annual Sips & Seeds event brought 

more than 150 visitors to the garden last spring and raised 

funds to help support community partners. 

GIFT OF BONSAI

VOLUNTEERS

WBG Cultivators

Molly Young
Membership and Volunteer Manager

From the Chicago  
Botanic Garden

Growth of  WBG’s 
Volunteer Program

Chris Baker with a Trident Maple Bonsai Tree



THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!
VOLUNTEERS  
(GG) = Garden Guide 
Jason Abbott 
Ann Adams (GG) 
Joniyah Alford 
Fatama Alkafaji 
Tony Aulbach 
Dustin Auxier 
Mary Ayers 
Tony Bacala 
Mary Ellen Baker 
Deirdre Barnett 
Susan Barton (GG) 
Colleen Bell 
Robert Bennett (GG) 
Cara Bezuska 
Chris Bidwell (GG) 
Mary Bidwell (GG) 
Monica Blondell (GG) 
Suzanne Blythe 
JoAnn Bochmann 
Ashley Brainer 
Barry Bridges (GG) 
Ellie Britt 
Tyana Brock 
Paula Brooks 
Ashley Brown 
Dana Brown (GG) 
Phoebe Brown 
Judy Buckler (GG) 
Sharon Burke 
James Burnett 
Wendy Butler 
Ivonne Campbell 
Richard Campbell (GG) 
Don Canary 
Susan Carpenter (GG) 
Cheri Casey 
Sara Ceresa 
Diane Chappell 
Jelisa Chatman 
Molly Chesney 
Joyce Clark (GG) 
Lauren Clark 
Karen Clayton 
Myra Clayton 
Emily Coleman 
Trudi Cooke (GG) 
William Coomes 
Mary Corbett (GG) 
Robin Cornetet 
Victoria Costello (GG) 
Michael Cowley 
Myrtha Coyte 
Colleen Craven-Becker (GG) 
Alice Culin-Ellison 
Polly Cunningham 
Ann Davis (GG) 
Debby Dawson-Crain (GG) 
Phoebe DeVore (GG) 
Paula Do 
Caroline Donnelly (GG) 
Rachel Dooley 
Krystal Downs 
Christine Dresselhaus 
Leighann Dunn 
Ashley Dusa 
Angela Dworin (GG) 
Sharlette Dye 
Jan Eastburn 
Mary Jane Emrich (GG) 

Allan Ethington 
Janice Farish 
Lorraine Farris 
Amy Fisher (GG) 
Owen Fitzgerald 
Dillan Fleming 
Marsha Flores 
Ellery Flynn 
Erikah Fox 
Kristen Frarey 
Aileen Frazier 
Kyra Frew 
Jamie Friedman 
John Fry (GG) 
Jackson Furdek 
Joe Furdek 
Mark Gaff (GG) 
Helga Gilbert 
Rey Gomez 
Vincent Gonzalez 
Brooke Gorbandt 
Stacy Gordon-Funk 
Susan Grant 
Mary Grinnan 
Donna Gruner (GG) 
Veronica Guelda 
Kim Haendiges 
Becca Hagerty 
Valerie Hall 
Walter Hanks (GG) 
Erin Harris 
Jess Hart 
Brandon Harwood  
Sherita Hawkins 
Barbara Hayes 
Kathy Hegg 
Terri Heitzman 
Melissa Hernandez 
Julia Hesselbrock 
Ed Hill  
Jeanne Hines (GG) 
Gene Hoffman 
Catie Hofmeister 
Morgan Hoover 
Mary Hoskins 
Patty Hottell (GG) 
Johnny Houn 
Tracy Howe 
Todd Hudgens 
Nicole Humphrey  
Cindy Hytken 
Mayra Jager 
Melanie Jefferson 
Geneva Jewell (GG) 
Jennifer Johnson 
Lauren Johnson 
Marliese Johnson 
Natalie Johnson 
Phylicia Johnson 
Jane Jones (GG) 
Snake Jones 
Olivia Kaiser 
Barbara Kamer-Thompson 
(GG) 
Nicole Karr 
Julie Keller (GG) 
Maureen Kelty (GG) 
Kathy King (GG) 
Debby King-Nold 
Susan Kissel 
Ramsey Kraft (GG) 
Sandra Kunzler 

Sarah Lambert 
Katie Lammers-Arnold 
Susan Lancaster (GG) 
Connie Lane 
Carole Leonard (GG) 
Hoot Lindemann 
Shayne Lindon 
Diane Lloyd 
Miriam Long (GG) 
Lynn Luking (GG) 
Alex Mann 
Mindy Marchal (GG) 
Jessica Martin 
Lydia Mawi 
Ash McCoy 
Merri McDonald  
James McNally (GG) 
Jennifer Mendez 
Jon Miller 
Margie Miller 
Denise Mitchell 
Linda Morris 
Ellen Mueller 
Charles Nelson 
Donna Nistler 
Stanley Nistler 
Kathy Nugent 
Lisa O’Connor 
Rita Ostwalt-Whitfield 
Kathryn Pasquenza 
Sharen Peckham 
Madison Portman 
Callie Potts (GG) 
Becca Pratte 
Ned Price (GG) 
Pete Pritchard 
Tonya Record 
Chad Reischl 
Darlene Renfrow 
Susan Reuter (GG) 
Donna Rice (GG) 
Lora Rice 
Jesse Richardson 
Mary Richardson 
Rawleigh Richardson 
Dick Riney (GG) 
Nonnie Riney 
Karen Rios (GG) 
Kim Rougeux 
Brian Russell 
Matthew Sato 
Katie Schlafer 
Amanda Schmitt (GG) 
William Schmitt 
Gwen Schroder (GG) 
Evie Schuster 
Ann Schwartz 
Karen Schwartz 
Donald Scobie (GG) 
Allison Scott-Eagan 
LeeAnn Seymour 
Rosalind Shaffer 
David Shedd  
Tara Sheehan  
John Shulhafer (GG) 
David Sipes 
Alice Smith 
Carrie Smith  
Meghann Smith  
Paige Smith  
Trilba Smith (GG) 

Deborah Soffes  
Linda Sparrow (GG) 
Paula Staples (GG) 
Janice Staugas (GG) 
Kayla Stidham  
Sara Stidham 
Sydney Stocksdale  
Carla Stone  
Anika Strand  
Robyn Talley  
Janel Temple  
Preston Terry (GG) 
Paula Thieme  
Denise Thomas  
Susan Thomason (GG) 
Brittany Thompson 
Mary Thompson 
Nita Thompson  
Mark Tierney 
Chad Tolbert  
John Uhl  
Shirley Uhl 
Michalah Vasilakes  
Linda Vasse  
Poornima Veduruparthi  
Amanda Vest  
Andrea VonBrocken  
Patricia Wagonseller 
Delia Walker (GG) 
Louis Wantland  
Ann Wathen  
Karen Watson  
Melissa Weedman 
Debi Weeks  
Shannon Wells  
Marianne Wheat  
Allison Whitehouse  
Brian Whitehouse 
Ruth Whitehouse  
Daniel Wicker 
Kevin Wilcox  
Lynn Wilkerson  
L’Tanya Williamson 
Mike Williamson 
Colin Wilson  
Vanessa Winnecke  
Leslie Witten  
Eva Woodruff  
Shannon Yeaton  
Deborah Yocom (GG) 
Kyle Yoder  
Jill Zamiska (GG) 
Dominic Zelli  
Greg Zimmerer    
 
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE
Ann Adams
Joyce Clark
Mark Gaff
Lynn Luking
Amanda Schmitt
Ned Price 
 
CULTIVATORS COUNCIL
Todd Hudgens (President)
Wilson Ethington
Brandon Harwood
Nicole Humphrey
Tonya Record
Chad Tolbert 



         

 $500,000 
Frank Otte Nursery and Garden 
Center

$100,000-249,999 
John Clark IV and Gretchen 
Clark
Mary Beth and Charlie Clark
Kurt and Janet Graeser
David Graeser
George and Mary Lee Duthie 
Charitable Foundation
Irvin F. and Alice S.Etscorn 
Charitable Foundation  
Anonymous

$50,000-99,999 
Bruce and Joan Burton
F.J. Foundation Inc.
Robert Ladouceur
Abby and Fairleigh Lussky
Edie and Norvin Raque
Matt and Grace Rutherford
Lisa and Guthrie Zaring

$25,000-49,999 
Anonymous
Elaine and Dave Branaman
Kathleen Graeser
Carol Hebel
Gary and Maureen Kingry
Elaine Musselman
Samtec Cares
Larry Pierce and Constance 
Story
Paula Whalin
Jennifer Wimsatt
Kenneth and Shelly Zegart

$15,000-24,999 
Carol and Ramsey Kraft
Norton Foundation
Owsley Brown III Philanthropic 
Foundation
Whittenberg Construction Co.

$10,000-14,999 
Bob and Judy Ayotte
Margaret Bell
Capricorn Foundation 
Charitable Trust
Linda Dabney
Emrich Family Charitable Fund
Cary Brown and Steven Epstein
Falls City Brewing
Joan and LaMar Gaston
Joe and Debbie Graviss
Alyce Weixler and Andy 
Gunkler
Ed and Barb Haines
Diane Medley and Prewitt Lane
Kathy and Kent Oyler
Duane Parker and Sarah 
Dunbar Parker
Sam Swope Family Foundation
Robert Webb
David Jones and Mary Gwen 
Wheeler

Susan and Mike Vine
Whippoorwill Family 
Foundation
Mac and Catherine Willett
The Wood & Marie Hannah 
Foundation

$5,000-9,999 
Regan Atkinson and Brad Titzer
Linda and Bill Bowman
Ashley and Jonathan Butler
Bill Case
Commonwealth Bank & Trust
Mary deGraaf
Katherine Garrett
Judy Hanekamp
Adrienne and Chad Jones
KPFF Consulting Engineers
Lynn and Walt Kunau
Roger and Linda LaCosse
Samuel G. Miller, Jr.
Ona Owen
Bill Petter and Mike Berry
Steve and Merry-Kay Poe
Trager Family Foundation Inc.
James B. and Christina Y. Ullum 
Family Foundation
V. V. Cooke Foundation
Sue and David Vislisel
Joyce Voit and Leslie Enander
Judith L. Waterman
Waterside at River Park
Porter Watkins and George 
Bailey
Anonymous

$2,500-4,999 
Kelley Abell and David Huber
Deena and Ty Adams
Anonymous
Anonymous
Patricia Ballard
Barbara Banta
Greg Braun
Billy Burbank
Clifton Foundation
Tim Corrigan and Courtney 
Protzer
Dean Dorton Allen Ford, PLLC
Fund for the Arts
Reed and Susan Rae Gernert
The Gilbert Foundaton
Dominic and Ashley Gratto
Lucy Beam Hurst
Kentucky Select Properties
Joy Lait
LG&E and KU Energy, LLC
Lifetime Wealth Strategies
Louisville Water Company
Lynn and Mark Luking
Robert W. and Elise B. Lykins 
Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Mary Means
Metro Dental Group, Pllc.
Metropolitan Sewer District
David M Metz
Rick and Melanie Metz

Joyce Meyer and Lisa Stemler
Mountjoy Chilton Medley LLP
Mary Martin and Stan Murrell
Scott Neff and Michelle Wells
Chéri Casey and Aldis Norgello
Penny and David Pearson
Dan and Jane Rechter
Deanna Rees
Towns and David Richardson
Betsy Settles
John Howard Shaw-Woo and 
Shiao Woo
Southern Glazer’s Wine and 
Spirits Charitable Fund
St. Matthews Feed & Seed
Brian Voelker and Chris 
Padgett
Yarnell Family Foundation, Inc.

$1,000-2,499 
Jerry and Madeline Abramson
The Ahrens Family Foundation
William Alden, III
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Baird
Susan and Stephen Bentley
Paul and Jackie Bickel
Roland and Marie Blahnik
Patricia and Chandler Blewett
Janice and Sam Blythe
Julie Boatright and Todd Turner
Anne and William Bogel
Boland Maloney Realty
Gabriele W Bosley
West 6th Brewing
Alice and Barry Bridges
Bill and Mickey Brown
Gordon and Edy Brown
Brent Bruner
Valerie and Greg Buccola
Jane E. Burbank
John and Mary Jo Burns
Wendy and David Butler
Gary Cook and Sandy  
Weldy-Cook
Jeff Cooper
Joe Cross
Crutcher Family Foundation
Cultured LLC
Gordon and Lori Dabney
Karen Dahlem
Mary Helen Davis
Clinton and Amie Deckard
Donald and Jeannie Dentinger
Melina Digenis
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Dolt, Thompson, Shepherd & 
Conway, PSC
Marilyn and Gordon Duke
Laura Dunbar
Wallace H Dunbar
Edward and Helen Rhawn Fund
Millie and Ray Farmer
Sharon Farson

David Fennell
Marsha Flores
Ron and Andrea Gallo
Amanda Gist
Steven Goodman
Peggy and David Grant
Susan Grant and Barney Sutton
Will Greene
Liz Gross
Frank Groves
Susan and Bill Grubbs
Suzanne Guss
Habdank Foundation
Valerie and David Hall
Rick and Mary Ellen Harned
Katherine Hegg
Jayne G Hines
Cathy Hinko
Ted Hodge and Janice Yusk
Gene Hoffman
Carl & Becky Horneman 
Charitable Fund
Carl and Nancy Dillman
Howard Johnson III Memorial 
Fund
Steve Nicley and Lucy Jones
Jan Karzen
Jill and Doug Keeney
Sarah and Paul Keith
Martin and Lesley Kinney
Janice C Korfhage
Susan Lancaster
Jim and Charlene Leason
Portia Leatherman
Kathy and Stanley Levinson
Michael and Nancy Loring
Jay Lucas
Alexandra Luken
Sally and Stanley MacDonald
Jenny and Charlie Marsh
Ryan L Martin
Laura and Andy Means
Jean B. Miller
John Morgan
Nancy Morris
Penelope Morton
Anthony Mullins
Rebecca Murphy
Mike and Sandy Nevin
Sharon Obenauf
Erin Obenauf
Susan Ochs
Miriam Ostroff
John and Amy Peterson
W. Andrew Pierce
David Porter
Ned Price
Betty Ann Probst
Cliff Rompf
Rotary Foundation of 
Prospect/Goshen Inc.
Heather Russell-Simmons
Larry P Schaefer
Manfred W Schmidt
Raymond Schuhmann
Beth and David Scinta

THANK YOU, DONORS!



         

Beth Shackleford
Sibling Partners LLC
Sidney W. Anderson 
Foundation
Ruth Simons
Carolyn and Don Snow
Colina and Woo Speed 
McNaughton
Lee and Linda Squires
Janice Staugas
Richard Stephan
Catherine Stephenson
Anne Stewart
Anne P Stewart
Charles M Stigler
Mary Clay Stites
John and Devon Strain
Beth and Richard Stremel
Taste. Fine Wines and 
Bourbons
Mary Helen Thompson
Bert and Barbara Trompeter
Sarah Van Roo Charitable Fund
Elizabeth and Jim Voyles
Bill and Lauri Wade
Irene Walker
Sally and Karl Weidner
Stephen Wesley
Barbara West and Vertner 
Smith
Lynn Wilkerson
Juliette Willis and George 
Davidson
Chris and Tiffany Wimsatt
Jonathan Wolff
William Woo
Fergie and Sam Yerrid
Herb Zimmerman

$500-999 
Accredited Wealth 
Management LLC
Dana Allen
David Anderson
Anonymous
Taffy Beam
Cecile Blau
Norman H. Brown
James Burnett
Jim Burnett
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Chancey
Honorable J. Terrence and 
Peggy Cody
Joan and Larry Coffey
Community Foundation of 
Louisville
Community Foundation of 
Southern Indiana
Amy Cooksey
Theresa and Adam Coop
Crowe Foundation
Glenda and Bob Dangremond
Stuart Davidson
Judy Dickson
Janet Elkins
Kevin and Elizabeth Fennell
Anne Fitzpatrick

Robert and Mary Gatewood
Albert Gladden
Doug Hale
Christa Hammack
Michelle Hannigan
Pat and Chris Haragan
Eleanor and Owen Hardy
Paula and Frank Harshaw
James and Sara Haynes
Michael Heine
Neal Hesler
Ed and Karen Hill
Clare Hirn
John Hoagland
Russell and Linda Hoffman
John Howard
Lawrence and Virginia Hunt
Richard Johnson
Sue A Jones
Maureen and Gary Kingry
Kroger
Ann Lee
Barbara Louise Levin
Janine Malone
Anne and Arthur Maple
Marion and Craig McClain
Susan Means
Marilyn Meredith
Molly M Mettling
Sarah and Ken Middleton
Trina and EJ O’Brien
Patrick Gavan O’Shea
Jacque Carter Parsley and 
Robert Sollinger
Beth and Doug Peabody
The Plant Kingdom
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Pusateri
Joseph and Clare Reid
Robin and Kevin Roberts
Laurie Anne and Bill Roberts
Dennis Rollins
Lea Ann Rose
Anya Sabo
Simone B Salomon
Amy and R.C. Scheinler
Aaron Setterdahl
Earl E Shelp
David and Charlotte Shepherd
Shelby A Stirn
Mary Ellen Stottmann
James Stuckert
Doris and Richard Trautwein
Sally and Thorne Vail
Naomi Voit
Carol Warner
Waterfront Botanical Gardens 
Cultivators
L’Tanya Williamson
Michael D. Wimsatt

$250-499 
Siv M Adams
Theda and Dallas Adkins
Mahesh Agrawal
Ed and M.A. Allgeier

American Lung Association
Catrina Ankenbrand
Praveen Arla
Lynn Hampton and Dennis Auld
Wendy Bade
Abigail Ball
Joyce Barnes
Doug and Karen Barnhart
Christina Becher
Matt Bedingfield
Jill and Tom Bell
Sharan Benton
Lisa Jackson and William Betsill
Kyle and Giampaolo 
Bianconcini
Rex and Marcia Bickers
Terry F Biedenbender
Lauren Blackwell
Sara Blake
Cindy Bland
James Boland
Pamela Boland
Barbara Bond
Bonnie and Lawrence Boram
Susan and Kevin Borders
Mary E. Brewer
Meredith Brown
Tavia Cathcart Brown
Becky Bruner
Robert Buhts
Donna Burch
Philip A Burch
Katie and Mike Bush
Nancy D. Bush
Leanna M Byerley-Takitch
Catherine Cameron
Philip Campbell
Donna Carr
Jodi A Carr
Aubrey Carroll
David Clark
Marty & Eileen Clary
John M. Conner
Vicki and Keith Coombs
Ellen Cowley
Debby Dawson-Crain and Larry 
Crain
Cheryl Cravens
Clyde F. Crews
Amber Davis
Carolyn A Dean
Todd Dedas
Derron S. Delaney
Carolyn Despeaux
Todd and Wanda Deuser
Lucas Dixon
Rita and Danny Dobson
W.G. and Jane Donovan
Dreisbach Wholesale Florists
Emily Durrett and Leonard 
Gross
Greg A Fante
Richard and Bonnie Fellows
Alice A. Ferguson
Christy Ferrell
Brian J Figus

Laura Fisher
Rebecca Fleischaker
Jill L Force
Mary Jo and Michael Francis
Judy L Fritz
Neal Fry
Victoria and Edwin Gaar III
David and Dana Garner
Marion Gibson
Beth and Margaret Giesel
Dylan M Gilley
Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana
Scott and Natalie Graeser
Katherine K Gratto
Becky Gray
Lois Greene
Mary Greenwald
Edith and James Gruneisen
Emily Hagedorn
Karen and Roger Hale
Pat and Chris Haragan
Anne Hayes
Sarah Helvey-Martin
Marcia and Chris Hermann
Sue and James Hinkebein
Kathryn Hogg
Mark and Julia Hohmann
Elizabeth and Gregg Holtsclaw
Phillip and Theresa Hornung
Andre Howard
Bill and Susan Howard
Patrice and Thomas Huckaby
Donna and Carl Hulsewede
Dean Hunt
Megan Jacobs
Pamela S Jarboe
Anne and Richard Jones
Marcia Jumblatt
Frank T Kiley
Laura King
Ray and Yvonne Knight
Jean D. Koehler
Christopher Koehn
Peachy Kohler
Kathy Kremer
Anna Kreymborg
Edward Kruger and Jeff 
Rodgers
Mary Julia and Forrest Kuhn
Michelle Lasley
Sharon Lauer
Eric Lesshafft
Bette Levy
John and Hoot Lindemann
Leelia and Frederick R Louis, Jr.
Louisville Audubon Society
Louisville Area Daylily Society
William G Magruder
Sallie M. Manassah
Bob and Bo Manning
Carolyn Marshall
Hilary Mattingly
Marguerite and Richard 
Mayfield
Amy D Mayhugh



Maude McCarthy
Christina M. McGhee
David Miller and Hope McKay-
Miller
Kevin McKeel
Karen McNeil
Patricia Metten
Douglas E Miller
Brian Miller
Stuart and Mary Kay Monohan
J.R. Cannaday and Allen 
Montgomery
Duncan Morel
Glynn Morgen
Clay and Barbara Morris
Kathy Morris
Paul Morris
Danna Morrison

Andrew Morzillo
Jennie Mulhall
Kelsey Myers
Barbara M Nestor
Lewis Newkirk
Java and Barrett Nichols
Donna and Stan Nistler
Alpha Chi Omega
Amanda Parnell
Jennifer Perkins
Gordon and Jo Ann Peterson
Lisa Archer and Bob Pfister
Tristan G. Pierce
Diane and EJ Polley
Callie Potts
Virginia L Powell
Dee Pregliasco
Donald R Price

Cis Price
Anne R. Del Prince
Pyramid Trust, LLC
Justin Ray
Republic National Distributing 
Company of Kentucky
Bob C Reves
Elizabeth Rhodes
Deborah and Ken Richmond
Robin Riddle
Teresa and Brian Riggs
Joel O. Rivers
Malcolm and Karleen 
Robertson
Lane Roland
Rebecca Rolfes
Ira Rudin
Eric U Russ

Denise Sanders
Russell and Terri Saunders
Michael Schmidt
Arlene C Schuler
Jan Glasgow and Steve 
Schwager
Angie and Scott Sells
Sharon Sexter and Howard 
Berman
Douglas R Sharps
David Shedd
Brett Shepherd
Allen Shipp
Jessica Singleton
Cathy Slider
Valerie J. Smith
Christopher E. Smith
Jamie Smith

THANK YOU, DONORS! (CONTINUED)

BY THE NUMBERS 
Accomplishments and other  
interesting facts

FOUNDATIONS
Clifton Foundation
Crowe Foundation
V. V. Cooke Foundation
Dunbar Family Foundation
F.J. Foundation, Inc.
George and  
Mary Lee Duthie 
Charitable Foundation 
The Gilbert Foundation, Inc.
Habdank Foundation
Irvin F. and Alice S. Etscorn  
Charitable Foundation
LG&E and KU Energy, LLC
Louisville Audubon Society
Metro Louisville Air Pollution Control
Norton Foundation
Prospect/Goshen Rotary Foundation
Sam Swope Family Foundation
Samtec Cares
Trager Family Foundation

335
MEMORIAL 

BRICKS 
INSTALLED

10,000
GARDENS 
AGLIMMER 

ATTENDEES

162
SHRUBS 

PLANTED

WEDDINGS

31
YOUTH 

PROGRAMS

1,005
ADULT 

EDUCATION 
ATTENDEES

1,281
YOUTH 

ATTENDEES

6,115
INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

9,915
EMAIL

NEWSLETTER
RECIPIENTS

16,093
FACEBOOK 

FOLLOWERS

323
ACTIVE

VOLUNTEERS

1,875
BULBS 

PLANTED

Foundation  
Thank you video



James B. and Christina  
Y. Ullum Foundation
Whippoorwil Family 
Foundation
Wood & Marie C. Hannah 
Foundation

TRIBUTES IN HONOR
Bill and Mickey Brown
Edie Raque
Amanda Schmitt
Margaret Bell

TRIBUTES IN MEMORY
Bridget Ann Bentley
Jack Addison Bootes
Carolyne Breeden
Tyler James Brenzel
Janice Neal McDevitt 
Corum
Gordon B. and Geraldine  

G. Davidson
Doug Fenn
David Gibson
Elizabeth Nelson  
Stewart Gray
Kevin Hall
Carol Kendall
Margaret Kinberger
John King
Dee Kramer
Betty McDaniel
Allan Brockway Morris
Paul Owen
James Shannon “Jim”  
Rives, Jr.
Kathy Von Roenn
Tom Russell
Martha B. Schuhmann
Gary Lee Schweitzer
Jean Lee Treitz

John Thomas Tucker
Dorothy Wade
Ann Webb
Mary Webb
Mary Lou Weixler

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Bisig Impact Group
Steve and Merry-Kay Poe
Relay Design Co.
Chase Environmental 
Group
Riverfarm Nursery
Snow Hill Nursery
Klyn Nurseries
Spring Meadow Nursery
Frank Otte Nursery and  
Garden Center
Natorp Nursery
Kurt Graeser

Sue Massey
Bessie Klein
Patrick and Tammy Carey
Richard Feller
Thomas Huckaby
Caren Cunningham
JoAnn Luecke
Louisville Area Daylily 
Society
John Austin Clark
Dr. Martin and Joan Steiner
Chad Tolbert
Tom’s Terrariums
Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy
Beam Suntory
Marc Murphy 
Apocalypse Brew Works
Valerie J. Smith
Southern Glazer’s Wine 
and Spirits

Stephanie Hawkins Smith
Elizabeth Sneed
George Sotsky
Richard and Peggy Spalding
Sara Sparks
Stuart Sprague
Jacob A Stanton
Gregory R Steeves
Anne Steinbock
Stuart R Steinbock
Sister and Bodley Stites
Mary Strubel
Carol Summe

Sally and John Taylor
Lauren Terrell
Scott Terrill
Evan Thurmond
University of Louisville
Bill and Virginia Vail
Laurie and George Vieth
Morgan Vihlidal
Patricia and Paul Vissman
Dina Vuturo
Gloria Walker
Matthew Weirich
Edith Wells

Nancy Wesolosky
Patty and Bill West
Teresa Wheeler
Gerry-Lynn Wichmann
Harvey E Willis
Susan Wilson
Jay and Alice Wissing
Keitt Wood
Tim Dean Wood
Fred Wright
Fawn Wujick
Mark Zdobylak and Molly 
Boland

 

13
WEDDINGS

79
ADULT 

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

61
TOTAL 

FACILITY 
RENTALS

1,261
NEW

MEMBERS

1,000
reGENERATION 

ATTENDEES

104
ANNUAL
MEETING

ATTENDEES

11,193 
PRINTED

NEWSLETTER
RECIPIENTS

38
TREES PLANTED

20,000
VISITORS TO

THE GARDENS

We make every effort to ensure  
that our donor and volunteer list  
is accurate and up-to-date.

Our donor listing reflects cash 
received from donors during 2021.

If you see an error, please contact: 
(502) 276-5404 or  
info@waterfrontgardens.org
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