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I. Site Location and Description 
 

A. Address and Current Use of the Site 

The site is located at 1435 Frankfort Avenue in Louisville, Kentucky. The site is currently owned 

and operated by Waterfront Botanical Gardens (WBG), a botanical garden and educational center. 

Only a portion of the site is currently developed, the rest of the property is undeveloped grassy or 

wooded area.  

 
II. Site/Facility History 

 

A. Historic Land Use and/or Activities Known to Have Occurred at the Site 

The history of the property dates back to the 1800’s when the property was a residential 

neighborhood. The area flooded frequently and by the 1940’s the Louisville Sanitation Department 

condemned the neighborhood and turned the property into a disposal site. In 1976, the Louisville-

Jefferson County Health Department took steps to close the site and by 1980 the site had been 

partially capped. The Jefferson County Sewer District constructed a force-main sewer across the site 

near I-71 in 1991.  

 

The site remained idle until Botanica, Inc. (now Waterfront Botanical Gardens) acquired the site 

from the City of Louisville in 2017. Construction began in 2018 for the Waterfront Botanical 

Gardens, which opened to the public in October of 2019. Since then, six acres have been developed 

into native plant, pollinator, and ornamental gardens surrounding two buildings (the Graeser Family 

Education Center and the Ellen T. Leslie Botanical Classrooms. In addition, the Beargrass Creek 

Pathway was constructed in 2020, which is a winding path from the main plaza of the Gardens down 

to the adjoining Beargrass Creek. 

 
III. Summary of Environmental Investigations and Findings 

 

A. Known or Suspected Contaminants and Media Affected (soil, groundwater, etc.) 

The site was used as a general refuse waste landfill from the 1940s to the 1970s and was capped 

with soil after closure in the late 1970s. It is likely that the general refuse buried on the site includes 

hazardous substances and/or petroleum products. The recommended cleanup alternative is soil 
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capping. This allows for highly effective and targeted capping of impacted soils to allow for future 

site development and expansion. 

 
B. Exposed Populations and/or Environmental Risks (if known) 

WBG is actively managing the site to prevent any continuing or future releases of contamination. 

Ongoing groundwater monitoring ensures that any potential issues are detected promptly, while silt 

fences and permanent fencing restrict public access to areas of remaining contamination and prevent 

exposure. Together, these measures maintain site safety, protect public health, and ensure 

compliance with regulatory requirements while redevelopment and trail construction proceed. 

 
C. Schedule/Timeline for Cleanup 

WBG is ready to begin the cleanup on July 1, 2026, and continue until the project is complete, 

which is estimated to be March 2027. 

 
IV. Community Background 

 
A. Demographic Background on the Community 

The surrounding community is a dense, historic urban area that has seen significant revitalization, 

resulting in a demographic profile primarily composed of young, highly educated professionals. 

Within a one-mile radius, the population is characterized by a median age of approximately 38 years, 

with a heavy concentration of residents falling into the 25–44 age bracket. The area is notably well-

educated, with over 54% of residents holding a bachelor’s degree or higher.  

 

Economically, the neighborhood within this radius is more affluent than many surrounding urban 

tracts, boasting a median household income of approximately $75,798. This economic strength is 

reflected in the housing market, where the median home value is roughly $273,900, and the majority 

of residential units are smaller studios or one-to-two-bedroom apartments catering to non-family 

households. Racially, the area is predominantly White (approx. 77%), with significant Black (10%) 

and multiracial (8%) populations.  

 

Sources: 

• U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts: Louisville/Jefferson County 
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• Income by Zip Code: 40206 Statistics 

• Niche: Butchertown Neighborhood Profile 

• GreatData: Zip Code 40206 Demographic Summary 

 
 
B. Affected/Interested Community Groups 

Interested community partners are outlined in the table below: 

 
Organization Specific role in the project 

Butchertown 
Business Alliance 

BBA will support the project by providing updates on the project to 
members, soliciting input from members on the use of the land, and 
opportunities for future programming and collaboration.   

Butchertown 
Neighborhood 

Association 

BNA will keep the neighborhood updated on progress and facilitate 
neighborhood input on purpose and use of the land. 

Frankfort Avenue 
Business 

Association 

FABA will support the project by providing updates on the project to 
member businesses and soliciting input from members on the use of the 
land. FABA will assist with business/partner referrals and community 
outreach. 

Greater Louisville 
Bonsai Society 

GLBS acts as a programming partner and will advise on future use of 
the property for community engagement.  

Jefferson County 
Master Gardeners 

Association 

JCMGA will provide input on the project from a horticultural and 
community engagement perspective. 

Louisville Grows Will provide input from a sustainability and health equity perspective, 
and assist with community outreach and future program planning. 

Trees Louisville TL will collaborate on tree plantings, placement, design of the site, and 
will participate in future program planning.  

 

C. Past Community Involvement 

WBG has held two public meetings for Phase 2A of its Master Plan (December 2025 and January 

2026). It has not held a public meeting specifically the Beargrass Creek Extension Trail.  

 
D. Key Community Issues or Concerns 

The Beargrass Creek Extension Trail at WBG will provide significant environmental, economic, 

health, and quality-of-life benefits to Louisville residents. Environmental benefits include converting 

underutilized and previously capped landfill areas into a greenway that supports pollinators, wildlife 

habitat, and stormwater infiltration. Economic benefits come from improved access to the Gardens, 
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attracting visitors, supporting local businesses, and encouraging further downtown and riverfront 

investment. Health benefits arise from safe, active recreation. The trail will encourage walking, 

offering visitors an outlet for physical activity and mental well-being. Quality of life improvements 

are substantial. The trail will connect WBG to the broader Louisville Loop network, enhancing 

neighborhood connectivity, recreational opportunities, and community pride while enriching the 

visitor experience at WBG.  

 
 

V. Location of Project Information 
 

A. Location Where Documents and Progress Reports may be Reviewed by the Public  

WBG will share the completed CIP on its website (www.waterfrontgardens.org) and on its social 

media platforms. We will ask for comments from the public on each platform and respond and act 

upon the comments accordingly. 

 


