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2019 was an incredible year for 
Waterfront Botanical Gardens. 
In spring, we officially changed our name from Botanica Inc. 

to Waterfront Botanical Gardens. I’m so glad that many of the 

members of the original Botanica organization were with us 

to celebrate the opening of the Waterfront Botanical Gardens 

on Oct. 4.

 

And what a wonderful day that was! Surrounded by 

supporters, staff, Board, volunteers, elected officials and 

more, the Graeser family cut the ribbon on the Graeser Family 

Education Center, and we officially opened to the public.

Even though many have congratulated us on what we have 

accomplished in the last few years, the momentum has been 

building for decades. The current team of staff and Board 

were lucky enough to carry the ball across the goal line. Our 

recent work represents the vision of hundreds of people for 

over 40 years.

Young people often ask me what it’s like to work on a project 

that won’t come to full fruition for several more years. Older 

folks ask how long it will take to build - they are more focused 

on what they will see in their lifetime. Is this a normal timeline 

for a large project - specifically a botanical garden?

Yes, other US cities have been building botanical gardens for 

over 100 years. The Missouri Botanical Garden was the vision 

of Henry Shaw in 1851. He was a pioneer in building botanical 

gardens in the US, after visiting many in Europe. The 150-acre 

garden opened to the public in 1859.

The New York Botanical Garden was founded in 1891, largely 

through the efforts of Nathaniel Lord Britton, a professor of 

botany at Columbia University. The 250 acres were opened to 

the public in 1900.

The Atlanta Botanical Garden started as a small plot of 

display gardens in 1973, and is now a 30+ acre urban oasis of 

plants, art, research and more, boasting over 700,000 visitors 

per year.

And my favorite inspiration, the Naples Botanical Garden 

in Florida is just 10 years old. In 2009 their now-developed 

23 acres were a construction site, much like ours. Executive 

Director, Donna McGinnis, a mentor and friend, shares helpful 

information on what can be accomplished in 10 years, and 

what it means to run a public garden.

2019 was a momentous year in the development of 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens, and in the history of Louisville. 

How exciting for all of us to be a part of this history. We will 

continue to focus and work to complete this project. 2020 will 

be just as exciting as 2019 as we complete Phase 1, and move 

toward the building of the Japanese Garden.

So, my answer is that it’s amazing to be working on a large 

project that will take years to fund and build, and will be a 

significant cultural asset for the city for generations to come. 

In the future, no one will ever really know what it took to 

build the dream, the Waterfront Botanical Gardens. Today, 

our staff, Board, construction team, volunteers, members 

and donors know what it takes. There’s a lot of personal 

satisfaction to be had from working so hard on a project  

that will mean so much. Thank you for being a part of  

our “Dream Team.”

Warmly,

Kasey Maier

President

Just a few years ago, our board faced a critical strategic 

decision: whether to break ground on Phase 1 of the overall 

master plan for the Waterfront Botanical Gardens, despite 

lacking resources to complete even the first small piece of 

it – or to wait until funding for the entire project had been 

secured.  Then, as now, we heard the voices of our believers 

telling us, in so many words, “if we build it, they will come.”

Our believers include Helen Harrigan, a member of our 

predecessor organization whose love of daylilies, irises 

and roses inspired her to leave $1.5 million towards the 

development of a botanical garden in Louisville when she 

passed away in 1999; Dot Wade (an avid gardener, trained 

flower arranger and longtime member of our board); Emil & 

Nancy Graeser (him a dedicated fan of bonsai and Japanese 

gardens); George Duthie (a close friend of the Graesers who 

supported the development of the Gardens in memory of 

his wife Mary Lee Duthie); Sam Shine (an entrepreneur and 

supporter of nature conservation) and literally thousands 

of others in our community who have brought us to today 

through gifts of their resources and time. 

I want to tell you about one more believer who you probably 

don’t know.  To be fair, we’ve only learned about Ellen Leslie 

recently ourselves.  Ellen was a lover of dogs and gardens – 

she owned Vine Crest Kennels for over 30 years, and took 

immaculate care of the garden at her home in Lyndon. Ellen 

was unassuming and lived her life modestly – and when she 

passed away last summer at the age of 87 (having requested 

that no visitation or services be held), Ellen left the vast 

majority of her estate to the Waterfront Botanical Gardens – 

a gift that we anticipate will exceed five million dollars.  We 

never got to meet Ellen – and she apparently had no interest 

in the spotlight – but boy, did she ever believe in the Gardens. 

Around half a decade ago, after Perkins + Will completed our 

master plan, we printed booklets depicting what the Gardens 

might look like if the dream ever became a reality. Emil 

Graeser sent one of these to each of his children inscribed 

with a note imploring them to always “believe in the future.”  

This is the lesson that our believers taught by their example – 

and it remains at the core of our organizational principles.  

Because of our committed believers, a landfill has been 

transformed into a landmark – one that will drive tourism, 

promote economic growth and further education and 

appreciation of our natural world.  So, thank you to the 

believers who shared a dream of what this land could become 

– who led us here through their deeds and generosity – but 

many of whom are with us now only in spirit, and in our 

hearts. May their memories live on – as the seeds they have 

planted here continue to grow for generations to come.

Jon Salomon
Chair, Board of Directors
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Leslie rarely traveled, not wanting to leave her 

kennel. She had three beloved cocker spaniels, Lucy, 

Tony and Oliver – each a rescue dog. Leslie’s three 

Cocker Spaniels are now in the temporary custody  

of long-time friend and associate.

Leslie was a tall, stately woman with an infectious 

smile, her eyes surrounded by large-framed glasses, 

her hair turning a bright silver as she aged. Her hands 

were large and strong, the hands of a gardener. Her 

cancer spread and worsened in later years. Even 

so, Leslie preferred to do her garden work herself, 

placing the heavy metal oxygen tank required to 

keep her breathing in a cart, pulling it behind 

her in the garden, or rigging it up 

behind her riding lawnmower.

It has been said by many 

close to Leslie that she never 

complained about her 

health and still wanted to 

work in her yard even as a developing pneumonia 

kept her inside. She died in her home on June 22, 

2019 and was buried in the family plot in Cave  

Hill Cemetery.

Although she had no known contact with anyone  

on staff at the 23-acre Waterfront Botanical Gardens, 

Taylor said they drove to look at the site several 

times. “She loved the whole idea,” said Taylor.

Leslie’s gift to Waterfront Botanical Gardens will 

allow the gardens to finish phase one of an estimated 

three-phase, $63 million total project cost. Maier 

said she first heard about Leslie’s gift from a phone 

call. “We had surprise, amazement and 

tears. It was hard to believe at first, 

but once we got to know her 

through others, it was easier to 

understand. She will long be 

remembered at Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens.”

Ellen Leslie’s friends and neighbors all agreed she was a strong, 

independent and hard-working woman with a fun, if not occasionally 

risqué, sense of humor. She was very approachable, would be as 

direct with people as the occasion required, and loved her animals and 

gardens “much more than most humans she knew,” as was written in 

her Courier-Journal obituary. 

There was also her very private and generous side revealed in her will 

after she died at age 87 leaving the Waterfront Botanical Gardens 

more than $5 million. “We had no idea it was coming,” said Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens President Kasey Maier. 

Nor did Leslie’s neighbor and friend Marilyn Taylor. Taylor first met 

Leslie about 35 years ago, the day before Leslie was to have her vocal 

cords removed – the result of smoking-induced cancer that left her 

speaking through an air passage in her throat for the rest of her life. 

Leslie, an only child who was briefly married, was the long-time owner 

of Vine Crest Kennels, a popular, well-worn facility she would donate 

in 2016 to what became GRRAND Central Station Kennel for rescued 

Golden Retrievers. 

Her father, Fred Bruce Tetzel, a former vice-president of sales at 

Louisville Gas & Electric, died in 1985 at age 87, and her mother, 

Helen Downing Tetzel, died in 2006 at age 98. The only other family 

members at the time of Leslie’s death were a niece and great niece.

“She just loved flowers and animals, her yard and her ponds, and every 

time we went somewhere she would meet people who kept their dogs 

at her kennel. She would never remember their names, but she would 

always remember the names of their pets,” remembered Taylor. 

ELLEN 
LESLIE

BY BOB HILL 

Excerpts from a 2019 Story 

Remembering

“ She just 
loved flowers 
and animals,  
her yard and  

her ponds

”



2019 was the Year 
of  Construction.

We went from a concrete slab in January 

to a fully-functional, finished event space 

that holds 250 people in September.

During the year, Whittenberg 

Construction completed their work on the 

building. T&C Contracting continued site 

work on the Beargrass Creek Pathways, 

the plaza, planting areas, temporary 

gravel parking lot, water wall and  

much more.

The Horticulture team and volunteers 

worked very hard through the summer 

drought to prepare the gardens for the 

Oct. 4 opening. There were no major 

delays and everything looked beautiful  

for our opening week events. 

In the weeks leading up to opening the 

site looked very much like a construction 

site. Last minute fixes and changes were 

made. Gardens were planted.

After the Grand Opening, there was more 

work to be done. Thanks to those who 

sponsored elements of the Gardens, we 

were able to move forward with:

ROBERT W. ROUNSAVALL, JR. FAMILY 
FOUNDATION PLAZA FOUNTAIN

In 2019 our group of Education 100 donors grew to include 

almost 100 individuals, foundations, and businesses. Each of 

these donors committed $10,000 toward the construction 

of the Graeser Family Education Center and Gardens. This 

extraordinary group of donors have collectively contributed 

over $1 million toward the project. As a result, each of the 

donors are permanently recognized on the Graeser Family 

Education Center. The distinctive design of the building 

includes 100 pillars, each of which contain the names of the 

donors, or names of those they would like to remember.  

In 2020, we will continue to include new donors in our group 

of Education 100 supporters. We would like to thank all of 

our Education 100 donors for their vision and continued 

support. Below are their names and the names of those  

they wish to recognize.

Kelley Abell and David Huber
Deena Kinkade Adams & Sumner E. P. Adams
Garden Clubs of Anchorage
Anchorage Botanical Society
The Arnold Family
Regan Atkinson and Brad Titzer
Patricia Wilson Ballard
Barbara Berman
Family of Lee Wilton Davis
Roland and Marie Blahnik
Gregory Patrick Braun
Alice and Barry Bridges
Victoire and Owsley Brown III

Elizabeth Eady Williams Brown
Bruce and Joan Burton
Nancy D. Bush
Ashley and Jonathan Butler
D.T. (Terry) Campbell
Bill and Betsy Chandler
Mary Beth and Charlie Clark
Lee Cochran
Tim, Courtney, Charley, and Caden Corrigan
Michelle and Paul Costel
Dav Fam Art Fund
David Graeser
Ryann and Chad Donohue

Todd and Harriet Eberle
Bill and Bettye Edwards
Ron and Amanda Gist
Robert Gittli and Karen Alladin
Kathleen Graeser
Kurt & Janet Graeser Family
Peggy and David Grant
Claudia and Joost Grubben
The Hagerty Family
Paula and Frank Harshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hebel, Jr.
Kentuckiana Herb Society
Nancy Dawson Hillebrand

George A. Bush, Jr. Holbrook Fund
Sue Grafton and Steve Humphrey
Louisville Area Iris Society
Chad and Adrienne Jones
Jones Family Fund
Barbara and Allen Kannapell
Maribeth Kelly and Family
Kentucky Select Properties
KPFF Consulting Engineers
The Kunau Family
Robert Ladouceur
Don and Joy Lait
Lifetime Wealth Strategies

Mark and Lynn Luking
The Lussky Courtenay Segal family
Colin and Woo Speed McNaughton
Sam and Jean Miller 
Dr. Samuel G.Miller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Montgomery, Jr.
Patricia Pugh-Moore and John Moore
John C. Morgan
Sally and Charlie Moyer
W Scott Neff Family
Frank Otte Nursery & Garden Center
Laura L. Padgett
The Parker-Conte Family

Penny and David Pearson
Jacques B-P Pereboom
Steve and Merry-Kay Poe
Coleman R. Gilbert and Edward L. Price
Norvin, Edie, Brad, Amy, Greg &  
Matthew Raque
Nancy C. Reynolds
David and Towns Richardson
Dan and Phyllis Risch
Waterside at RiverPark
David and Marsha Roth in Memory  
of Ruby Ostrander
Scheinler Family

Paula Schoenhoff
Paul D Self
Sam Shine Foundation
Marty Simione
Carolyn and Don Snow
Snowy Owl Foundation
Louisville Area Daylily Society
Community Foundation of Southern Indiana
Janice Staugas
Chris & Brenda Stokes Family
Constance Story and Larry G. Pierce
Sam Swope Family Foundation

Leslie Taylor
Bert and Barbara Trompeter
The Jim and Christina Ullum Family
Brian Voelker and Christopher Padgett
Dot Wade
Porter Watkins and George Bailey
Suzanne and Robert Whayne
Jenny Wimsatt
Chris and Tiffany Wimsatt
Keith Wimsatt
Scott and Veronica Wunderlich
Susan and Bill Yarmuth

EDUCATION 100 UPDATE

2019 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

If you visited our site after September of 2019, you would 

have seen a beautiful bed of annuals as a temporary feature 

in the Gardens. Thanks to a generous donation from the 

Robert W. Rounsavall, Jr. Family Foundation at the end of 

2019, this bed will be transformed into a plaza fountain with an 

interchangeable garden bed. The plaza fountain will be located 

near the main entrance of the Graeser Family Education Center 

and will sit adjacent to the Beargrass Creek Pathway. We are 

grateful for the Rounsavall Family Foundation’s support and 

look forward to unveiling the Plaza Fountain in 2020. 
The bronze sculpture by Rowland Jones, 
Capriccio, sponsored by Patricia Sullivan

The Sally and Charlie Moyer Pollinator 
Garden, surrounding Capriccio

The Duthie Gardens, sponsored by  
the Duthie Family in memory of  
Mary Lee Duthie

The Dr. John and Bonnie Roth and Family 
large plaza bench

The granite water wall, sponsored in 
memory of Jayne Harlan Nichols

The Kentucky Native Gardens, sponsored in 
memory of Betty and Robert Bronner

The Plaza Fountain, sponsored by the 
Robert W. Rounsavall Jr. Family Foundation

Small bench sponsors, donor wall sponsors,  
the donors in the Education 100, and of 
course, the Graeser Family
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REVENUE

Earned Income $   162,483

Individuals $   3,066,567

Foundations & Corporations $ 769,396   

Government $   859,651

In-Kind $   89,336

Other Income $  459,463

TOTAL REVENUE $ 5,406,896   

ASSETS

Current Assets

    Total Cash $   1,697,581

    Total Pledges Receivable $   312,160

    Total Other Current Assets $   369,427

Total Current Assets $   2,379,168

Fixed Assets

    Construction in Progress $     249,164

    Buildings (less accumulated depreciation) $  5,149,751

     Land Improvements  
(less accumulated depreciation) $  1,817,986

    Land $  1,563,475

    Equipment (Less accumulated depreciation) $ 126,705

     Furniture and Fixtures  
(less accumulated depreciation) $ 490,695

Total Fixed Assets $   9,397,776

Other Assets 
Beneficial Interest in Harrigan Trust

$   2,140,158

TOTAL ASSETS $   13,917,102

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

    Accounts Payable $     87,616

    Other $  47,886

Total Current Liabilities $   135,502

Total Long-Term Liabilities $ 390,000

Total Liabilities $   525,502

Equity

    Net Assets $ 9,574,886

    Net Income $ 3,816,714

Total Equity $  13,391,600

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $   13,917,102

EXPENSES

Payroll $      567,566

Professional Services $      94,459

Programs and Events $    361,646

Marketing $    124,944

Fundraising $  73,558

Operating & Administration $      368,009

TOTAL EXPENSES $        1,590,182

2019 
OPERATING 

SUPPORT AND 
REVENUE

2019 
OPERATING 
EXPENSES

2019 FINANCIALS



2019 EVENTS

reGeneration Fair, Oct. 12, 2019

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Oct. 4, 2019

Gardens aGlimmer, Dec., 2019

Yoga

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Oct. 4, 2019

Sacred Heart Madrigals, Dec., 2019

Avish Culinary Series

Canoe Tour

reGeneration Fair, Oct. 12, 2019

Night of a Thousand Flowers Gala, Delfeayo Marsalis Quintet, Oct. 12, 2019

Bug Ball, Oct. 12, 2019

Americorps Team

reGeneration Fair, Oct. 12, 2019



Conceived in January 2016, the 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens 

Cultivators is a young professionals 

group for earth-lovers who are 

interested in connecting with other  

like-minded friends on the principles  

of environmental education, 

sustainability, and strengthening  

cultural life in our hometown.

The Cultivators are the young 

professionals’ group of Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens. They seek to 

advocate for WBG in the community, 

draw individuals within a younger 

age demographic into the project, 

and collaborate with like-minded 

organizations on green projects in the 

city. In 2019, the Cultivators hosted 

several trivia nights, represented 

WBG at community fairs and festivals, 

participated in tree plantings and 

greenspace clean ups, organized garden 

tours, and hosted their 3rd annual Sips 

& Seeds event.

The October grand 
opening of the 
Graeser Family 
Education Center 

The successful grand opening of the 

Graeser Family Education Center 

required hundreds of volunteer hours 

throughout the year. In addition to 

our usual participation in community 

outreach events, a dedicated group of 

volunteers tended to our new plants 

out at the Avish and at Hidden Hill 

Nursery, plants that would one day  

find a home at the main WBG site.

Another crew of about 60 individuals 

were on call nearly the whole month of 

September to help us get all the plants 

in the ground in time for the ribbon-

cutting ceremony on October 4. 

In addition to our regular 250 active 

volunteers, 2019 saw the creation of 

our Garden Guide program. These 

volunteers have undergone many hours 

of instruction on all topics WBG - from 

site history, to the people of the project, 

to the current construction and future 

plans, to the state of the soil and plants 

in the garden. Outside of the core 

training, there are also supplemental 

classes on more specific topics of 

interest. Armed with this knowledge, 

Garden Guides are on hand during our 

visiting hours to welcome guests and 

answer any questions that they have 

about the project. In 2019, two classes 

of 60+ Garden Guides graduated from 

the program.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

2019 COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Executive
Peggy Grant   
Dominic Gratto   
Susan Howard 
Scott Neff   
Jon Salomon   
Brian Voelker   
   
Finance   
Laurie Beth Baird  
Dean Dimitropoulos 
Chip Hancock 
Susan Howard
Scott Neff   
   
Board Governance  
Gary Banet   
Gordon Brown   
Karen Dahlem   
Dominic Gratto   
Jon Salomon   
   
Education   
Tim Baker   
Grace Clements   
Jennifer Chrestman  
Aretha Fuqua   
Alan Goldstein   
Renae Hardy   
Brandon Harwood  
Pat Haragan   
Darleen Horton   

Monica Leslie   
Kelley Luckett   
Teddie Phillipson-Mower  
Jessie Newhouse  
Cody Stevens   
Brenda Stokes   
Caryn Walker   
Carolyn Waters   
Ruth Ann Whitehouse  
Mike Whitehouse  
Liz Mortenson-Winlock  
   
Volunteer   
Mary Ayers
Joyce Clark
Gayle Crow
Claudia Foulkes
Ned Price
Amanda Schmitt   
   
Horticulture   
Tavia Cathcart Brown  
Bob Hill   
Steve Humphrey 
Matthew Gardiner 
Cindi Sullivan   
   
Programs   
Tracy Brewer  
Nancy Bush   
Peggy Grant   
Lynn Kunau   
Caroline Lussky   
Mary Beth O’Bryan  
Chris Padgett   
Nejma Piagentini 

Towns Richardson  
Valerie Smith 
Brian Voelker
   
Capital Projects  
Dominic Gratto 
Greg Buccola 
Bill Wade   
   
reGeneration Fair  
Tim Baker   
Cole Gilbert   
Courtney McKinney  
Ned Price
   
Cultivators Council 2019
Wilson Ethington
Chelsea Grant
John Haley
Brandon Harwood
Todd Hudgens
Nicole Humphrey
James (Carter) Padgett
Tonya Record
Chad Tolbert
Tom Wilburn
   
HR
Gordon Brown
Grace Williams
Erin Wilkinson 
Danny Flanigan
Jon Salomon
Greg Buccola
Irene Wright
Mary-Gwynne Dougherty

Britney Chaney
Erin Chism
Eulalie Fee
Laura Wood
Shannon Hamilton
Vahid Mockton
   
Resource Development
Greg Braun
Will Greene

VOLUNTEERS 
Jack Abrams
Ben Adams
Mary Albrektson
Seamus Allman
Patty Anderson
Elaine Ashcraft
Tony Bacala
Patty Bailey
Mary Ellen Baker
Mateo Barnett
Susan Barton
Mary Jane Beale
Caroline Behrle
Kim Behrle
Wayne Bennett
Chris Bidwell
Mary Alice Bidwell
Melanie Blake
Sean Blake
Cile Blau
Monica Blondell
Janice Blythe
JoAnn Bochmann
Karen Bohannon
Reece Bookout

Autumn Bradford
Rebecca Brady
Barry Bridges
Kate Bringardner
Mary Beth Brown
Judy Buckler
Susan Buetenbach
Karen Burke Rios
James Russell Bushong
Shelley Buth
Johanna  Campbell
Don Canary
Susan Carpenter
Ellen Carrithers
Cheri Casey
Sara Ceresa
Jenna Chapman
Diane Chappell
Molly Chesney
Martie Childress
Bridget Cipolla
Chuck Clancy
Joyce Clark
Karen Clayton
Bonnie Coates
Sheri Collett
Vicki Corney
Victoria Costello
Kim Cottingham
Colleen Craven-Becker
Hannah Crepps
Darcy Croghan
Caroline Cross
Linda Crouch
Barbara Davis
Karen Davis
Natalie Davis
Debby Dawson-Crain
Carolyn Day

Gina Deerr
Phoebe DeVore
Melissa DiBiase
Trish Dinsmore
Paula Do
Caroline Donnelly
Krystal Downs
Christine Dresselhaus
Sharlette Dye
Jan Eastburn
Kasi Eastep
Andrea Eisenbrei
Michelle Ellis
Mary Jane Emrich
Mallory Eurton
Danielle Evans
Janice Farish
Marsha Flores
Rose Flowers
Hilary Ford
Amanda  Forsting
Simon Forsting
John Fry
Mark Gaff
Madonna Gammel
Cole Gilbert
DeAnn Gilkey
Sue Goodman
Janet Graeser
Kathleen Graeser
Janet Gramig
Donna Gruner
Kim Haendiges
Valerie Hall
Lara Hammond
Pat Haragan
Erin Harris
Jessica Hart
Toni Hattier

Melanie Havlik
Cindy  Hawley
Beth Hensley
Melissa Hernandez
Marilynn Hettich
Chelsea Hicks
Leslie Hill
Linda Hill
Ed Hill
Janice Hill
Jeanne Hines
Amanda Hoback
Tom Holderfield
Danielle Horton
Lisa Howser
Cullen Hunter
Barb Ivaun
Melanie Jefferson
Marion Johns
Alison Johnson
Claire Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Susan Johnsson
Snake Jones
Adrienne Jones
Jane Jones
Barbara Kamer-
Thompson
Julie Keller
Maureen Kelty
Debby King-Nold
Kristy Kirk
Robin Kirk
Sue Kissel
Sharon Klosterman
Sandra Kunzler
Jason Kyle
Joy Lait

Connie Lane
Kate Lang
Todd Lanning
Allison Lauer
Barbara Lavier
Bill Lavier
Carole Leonard
Karen Lewis
Brandon Lightsy
Hoot Lindemann
Diane Lloyd
Ed Lloyd
Miriam Long
Lynn Luking
Edie Mahaffey
Lucy Martin
Jessica Martin
Sharon Marx
Eleisa Mason
Sue Massey
Linda Mathes
Breya Matty
Christy McKim
Kristin McTavish
Scott Medley
Natalie Miller
Mary Miller
Craig Miller
Katherine Moberly
Allen Montgomery
Kirsten Montreuil
Margo Morley
Linda Morris
Gina  Mucci
Ellen Mueller
Linda Murray
Donna Nistler
Stan Nistler
Patty Obst

Steve Ostrader
Michael Palmer
Sharen Peckham
Lilias Pettit-Scott
Heather Pollock
Callie Potts
Jessica Radcliffe
Linda Raisle
Edie Raque
Greg Ratliff
Lisa Ratterman
Paul Reid
Chad Reischl
Donna Rice
Cynthia Richards
JT Richardson
Dick Riney
Nonnie Riney
Karen Risen
Brandi Roads
Janet Rupp
Brooke Schmidt
Bill Schmitt
Cindy Schrader
Gwen Schroder
Karen Schwartz
Brenda Scott
LeeAnn Seymour
Kim Shaver
Herb Shulhafer
Marty Simione
Margie Skaggs
Elizabeth Smith
Michael Smith
Trilba Smith
Shelby Smith
Deborah Soffes
Janice Staugas
Michael Storm

Allyson Stout
Justin Sullivan
Monica Taylor
Preston Terry
Lauren Theobald
Denise Thomas
Susan Thomason
Mary Helen Thompson
Brenda Thurston
Joseph Travieso
John Uhl
Shirley Uhl
Jim Ullum
Mary Beth Vetter
Roger Volpert
Amy Volpert
Delia Walker
Pam Wangel
Susan Ward
Katheryne Waters
Ann Wathen
Karen Watson
Claire  Watson
Karl Weidner
Sally  Weidner
Megan Weissmann
Cynthia Werner
Arabella Werner
Wesleigh Wethington
Marianne Wheat
Karman Wheeler
Elizabeth Windisch
Vanessa Winnecke
Mary Woolsey
Dana Yates Traversi
Deborah Yocom
Sheila Yule
Jacqui Zaczek

VOLUNTEERS



$1,000,000+
Emil and Nancy Graeser

Ellen T. Leslie

$500,000-$999,999
Commonwealth of Kentucky

$100,000-$499,999
Kentucky Energy and 
Environment Cabinet

The Gheens Foundation, Inc.

Barrett and Javairya Nichols

Robert W. Rounsavall, Jr. Family 
Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous

Kurt and Janet Graeser

David Graeser

Kathleen Graeser

Sally and Charlie Moyer

Ogle Foundation

Barbara Schwartz, in memory of 
Betty and Robert Bronner

$25,000-$49,999
James Graham Brown 
Foundation

Bruce and Joan Burton

F.J. Foundation Inc.

Edie and Norvin Raque

Dr. John and Bonnie Roth

Patricia Sullivan

Porter Watkins and George 
Bailey

Jennifer Wimsatt

$15,000-$24,999
Gaby Hereld

John Morgan

Louisville/Metropolitan Sewer 
District (MSD)

Judith L. Waterman

Wells Fargo Foundation

Whippoorwill Family Foundation

$10,000-$14,999
William E. Barth Foundation

Elaine Musselman

Nancy D. Bush

Mary Beth and Charlie Clark

Cochran Foundation

Community Foundation of 
Southern Indiana

Barbara Dumesnil

Amanda Gist

Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture

Jo Ann and Frank Luecke

Raney Self

Carolyn and Don Snow

Sam Swope Family Foundation

James B. and Christina Y. Ullum 
Family Foundation

Suzanne and Robert Whayne

$5,000-$9,999
Regan Atkinson and Brad Titzer

Nikki and Dennis Bonifer

The Branch Brothers

Brown-Forman Corporation

Jane and Mark Brown

Nora Cameron

Clifton Foundation

Commonwealth Bank & Trust Co.

Paul and Michelle Costel

Lee and Elizabeth Davis Fund

Todd and Harriet Eberle

Frank Otte Nursery and Garden 
Center

Glenview Garden Club

Valerie and David Hall

Paula and Frank Harshaw

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hebel, Jr.

Portia Leatherman, in memory 
of Laramie Leatherman

Richard and Janice Lechleiter

LG&E and KU Energy, LLC

Woo Speed and Colin 
McNaughton

Samuel G. Miller, Jr.

Allan and Nancy Morris

Mary B. Nash

Penny and David Pearson

Ned Price and Cole Gilbert

Edward and Helen Rhawn Fund

Towns and David Richardson

Snowy Owl Foundation

The Wells Foundation

Jean Zehnder

$2,500-$4,999
Kelley Abell and David Huber

Patricia Ballard

Steve and Terri Bass

Laurence Carr

Bill and Betsy Chandler

Timothy Corrigan and Courtney 
Protzer

CVS Health Foundation

Dean Dorton Allen Ford, PLLC

Chad and Ryann Donohue

Fred Garrett

Genscape

Robert Gittli and Karen Alladin

Peggy and David Grant

Sandy Gulick

Hagerty Engineering

The Humana Foundation, Inc.

Adrienne and Chad Jones

Sarah and Paul Keith

KPFF Consulting Engineers

Lynn and Walt Kunau

Joy and Don Lait

Lifetime Wealth Strategies

Lynn and Mark Luking

Robert W. & Elise B. Lykins 
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Scott Neff and Michelle Wells

Steve and Merry-Kay Poe

David and Marsha Roth in 
memory of Ruby Ostrander

R.C. and Amy Scheinler

Stites & Harbison PLLC

Chris and Brenda Stokes

Dick and Ann Swope

Trager Family Foundation

Bert and Barbara Trompeter

Brian Voelker and Chris Padgett

Waterside at River Park

Keith Wimsatt

Scott and Veronica Wunderlich

$1,000-$2,499
The Ahrens Family Foundation

Mary and Paul Ayers

Mary Jane Beale

Ed and Amy Binford

David and Becky Blandford

Kathy Bloch

Julie Boatright and Todd Turner

Cornelia W. Bonnie

Gregory Patrick Braun

Brothers Buy Houses, LLC

Butchertown Neighborhood 
Association

Margaretta Chessler

Dr. Luca Conte and Diana Parker

Bonnie Cress

Gordon and Lori Dabney

Danath Logistics

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dentinger

Mary Jean Deye

Joyce Duncan

The Eye Care Institute

Michael and Cynthia Gale

Gardner Foundation, Inc.

Joan and LaMar Gaston

Vycki Goldenberg-Minstein

Will and Stephanie Greene

Frank Groves

Susan and Bill Grubbs

Judy Hanekamp

Kenton R Hayes

Susan and Tommy Hewitt

Evelyn Hwang

Howard Johnson III Memorial 
Fund

Jan Karzen

Connie and Cliff Kuhn

Limbwalker Tree Service

Daniel Mallek

Mary Martin

Nancy and Doug McFarland

Patrick McMahon

McNeely Stephenson

Mary Means

Benjamin Worth Bingham Miller 
and Tracy Diane Lear Miller

Leah Montgomery

John Morrisson

Penelope Morton

Joseph Neimat

Patsie Peak

The Plant Kingdom

Melissa Platt

Sara and Whayne Porter

Betty Ann Probst

Erin D. Rouse

Amanda and Bill Schmitt

Schneider Electric North 
America Foundation

Margaret H Schweinhart

Betsy Settles

John Howard Shaw-Woo and Dr. 
Shiao Woo

Richard and Mary Ann Shu

Mary Smith

Janice Staugas

Catherine and Harry Stephenson

Jerome Stewart

Anne Stewart

Lelia and Jim Sublett

Sally and John Taylor

Mary Helen Thompson

Stuart Tucker

Bill and Lauri Wade

Douglas Washbish

WesBanco

Juliette Willis and George 
Davidson

Chris and Tiffany Wimsatt

Yarnell Family Foundation, Inc.

Kathy and Sam Yerrid

$500-$999
Jerry and Madeline Abramson

Against the Grain Brewery

Anonymous

Kristen Augspurger

Stephanie and Richard Barter

Rex and Marcia Bickers

Karen Blair

Norman H. Brown

Elaine P. Bryan

Allen Bush and Rose Cooper

City of Druid Hills

Copper & Kings

William and Sheila Crawford

Dan and Anne Cristiani

John G. Crush

Crutcher Family Foundation

Marie Cull

Clare C. Cullen

Kristen and Timothy Delong

Judy Dickson

Nan and Charles Dobbs

duPont Manual High School

Millie Farmer

Doug and Shelly Finke

Marsha and David Flores

GE Foundation

Victoria and Edwin Gaar III

Kathy Gahm

Katherine Garrett

Rudy and Melissa Gernert

Will Greene

Cecelia and Timothy Hagan

Marcia and Chris Hermann

Phillip Hornung

Jefferson County Master 
Gardener Assoc. Inc.

Richard Johnson

Helen Jones and Tom Pike

Kroger

Mary Julia and Forrest Kuhn

Dr. Forrest Kuhn

Louisville Audubon Society

Katherine Mello

Mile Wide Beer Company

Jean B. Miller

Bob Murphy

Erin Obenauf

Nejma and Anthony Piagentini

Joan Pike

Rambler Garden Club

Seay Properties

Semonin Realtors

Rev. Alfred R. Shands III

Ruth Simons

Mary Clay Stites

Stock Yards Bank

Barbara Sweet

Alan Thompson

Ericus VanKleef

Laurie and George Vieth

Meg Vogt

Barbara West and Vertner Smith

Mac and Catherine Willett

Rachel Woofter

$250-$499
Anonymous

Apocalypse Brew Works

Kathy and Joe Arterberry

Kim Behrle and Ian Post

Renita Bernat

Deborah Bilitski

Cecile Blau

Monica Blondell

Janice Blythe

Drs. Rebecca Booth and 
Stephen Savage

Rebecca Brady

Susan Brasch

Kathy Brooks

Gordon and Edy Brown

Meredith Wilson Brown

Charles Brown

Marie Burns

Jody Caldwell

Richard M. Campbell

D.T. Campbell

Tré Campisano

Richard Cassell

Diane V. Cook

Jack Cooney

Dr. Ellen Cowley

Luke Cranmer

Charles Crawford

Diane Duley Cunagin

Alex Davis

Barbara Davis

William D Davis

Deborah Dawson-Crain

Roger Dermody

Melina Digenis

Jane Disney

Donate Well

Andrew Douds

John Eifler

Jane and Bert Emke

Ida M. Erhart

Ellen Everwine

Falls City Brewing

Kristin Faurest

Richard Feindel

Richard and Bonnie Fellows

Fisher Investments

Sandra Frazier

Brenda and Ronald Gaffney

Ed and Debbie Galloway

Dale and Donna Gettelfinger

Jan Glasgow and Steve 
Schwager

Sylvia and Steven Glassman

William A Gnau

Daneen and Richard Good

Sue Goodman

Carolyn and Richard Gordon

Dominic and Ashley Gratto

Greater Louisville Bonsai Society

Judy and Orbin Greene

David Grey

Edith and James Gruneisen

Mark Armand Guidry

Chris and Pat Haragan

Eleanor and Owen Hardy

Joseph Harwell

Amber Herndon

Joshua A Higginbotham

Pam A Hiser

Gene and Peggy Hoffman

Patrice and Thomas Huckaby

Vance Jaeger

Jakeland LLC

Jerry and Nancy Johnston

Sanda D. Jones

Marcia Jumblatt

Tony and Julie Keller

Alicia Kelley Heazlitt

Jeff and Nancy Kosse

Julie P Kottak

Carol and Ramsey Kraft

Susan and Steve Kute

Ethel M. Larue

John and Hoot Lindemann

Sally and Stanley MacDonald

Janine Malone

Melody M Malone

Anne and Arthur Maple

Judith Mason

Daniel D. Maye

Amy D Mayhugh

Karine and Matt Maynard

Marion and Craig McClain

Joan and Stu McCombs

Amanda J McDonald

Mary Craig and Michael 
Czerwonka

Donna and Jim Miller

John and Gretchen Moran

Judy Morrison

Chris Napier

Scott and Vivian Neagli

Elicia N Newcom Gregory

Lynelle Nordloh

Rebecca Norris and Michael 
Darif

Djenita Pasic

Brian and Lydia Pearson

Timothy Peters

William Petot

Laura Petry

Clayton Pitcock

Linda R. Pollitt

Lana Proffitt

Pyramid Trust, LLC

Cathy and Scott Quinlan

Justin Ray

Joe and Clare Reid

Michael Risley

Emily K Robbins

Dennis Rollins

Brennan C Rooney

Ellen Rosenbloom

Ryan Sabol

Karen and Ken Sales

Rick Schneider

Marty Simione

Evan Storck

Michael Storm and Luann Davis

Sunnyside Master Gardener 
Assoc.

Rhonda Swart

Terrace Garden Club

Lisa Tong and Jack Ostertag

Roy Toutant

Shirley and John Uhl

Justeen Underwood

Tracy R Varga

Jose F. Vila

Catherine Vincent

Elizabeth and Jim Voyles

Jodi Wagner

Delia and Hugh Walker

Michael Welch

Gary Cook and Sandy Wendy-
Cook

Cissie H. Willets

Donald and Rose Marie Williams

Michael D. Wimsatt

Joan Wipperman

Work the Metal LLC

Fred and Judy Wright

Deborah Ziemer

Herb Zimmerman

$150-$249
American Public Gardens 
Association

Lisa Archer

Anne Bainbridge

Jane Benner

Kyle Bianconcini

Anne and William Bogel

Jane P. Booker

John and Yvonne Boyd

Becky Bruner

The Business Journals

Sara Callaway

Cindy Carroll

Elizabeth and Prentice Carter

Cheri Casey and Aldis Norgello

Robert and Patricia Cencek

Catherine Clay Smock and Dr. 
William Smock

Connie Coartney

Lorie and Rob Davenport

Marie Deve

Dean and Hadley Dimitropoulos

Steve and Kathie Eggers

Bonnie Ferguson

Anne Fitzpatrick

William Flowers

Judy and Anthony George

Mary J. Glasscock

Scott and Natalie Graeser

Lee and Jack Hancock

Cecilia Hardin

Rick and Mary Ellen Harned

Clara Louise Iler

Amy Keisler

Pat and Paul Epstein

Debby Levine

Ed and Diane Lloyd

David and Brenda Luking

Henry and Michelle Luking

Rose Marie Luking and Dale 
Smotherman

Leanne and Thomas Luking

Marilyn Meredith

Miller Transportation

Glynn Morgen

Brian and Molly Pollock

Susan and Dan Robinson

Libby Rush

Susan Simpson

Anchorage Botanical Society

Kathleen and Gary Sparks

Linda and Lee Squires

Christy and Dan Stone

David Taylor and Beth  
Boesche-Taylor

Mary Webb

Alice and Crawford Wells

Byron and Elizabeth Wilborn

Keith Williams

Karen Wood

Susannah Woodcock  
and David Tachau

We make every effort to ensure  
that our donor and volunteer list  
is accurate and up-to-date.

Our donor listing reflects cash 
received from donors during 2019.

If you see an error, please contact: 
(502) 276-5404 or  
info@waterfrontgardens.org

THANK YOU, DONORS!



NUMBER OF ATTENDEES 
2019 HOSTED EVENTS 

and other interesting facts

THANK YOU, DONORS! (CONTINUED)

TRIBUTES IN MEMORY  
AND IN HONOR 
Sidney Anderson 
Martha Bernhard and William 
Nash 
Lila Boden 
Julie Campbell 
Will and Louise Cunningham 
Elizabeth Dalton 
George and Mary Lee Duthie 
Mavis Howard Foster 
Ben and Helen Franklin 
Emil and Nancy Graeser 
Dorothy Groemling 
Georgie Howlett 
Michael Anthony Kraft 
Page Laughlin 
Denis Littrell 
Jill Marsh 
Elena Matthews 
Norma Kaye Moore 
Louanne K. Oliver 
Marilyn Paletti Lose 
Linda Sheets 
Martin and Joan Steiner 
Ellen Stites Thurber 
Michael Willett 
Gloria William Wirthwine 
Nancy Wolff

IN-KIND DONATIONS
750 Four Productions
A Healthy Address
Apocalypse Brew Works 
Atria Senior Living
Ben Sollee
Bisig Impact Group
Bowling Nursery
Bristol Catering
Caudill Seed
David Wicks and River  
City Paddle Sports
Edible Louisville
Falls City Brewing Co. 
Fante’s Coffee
Franke Otte Nursery and  
Garden Center
Frost Brown Todd, LLC
Hagerty Enigeering
Heine Bros. Coffee
Hidden Hill Nursery
Landscapes by Dallas Foster, Inc.
Larry and Virginia Hunt
Limbwalker Tree Service
Live Well Natural Health 
Louisville Grows
Louisville Salt Cave

Louisville/Metropolitan  
Sewer District (MSD)
MPI Printing
Outfront Media
Pat Haragan
Peace of the Earth
Phocus 
Relay Design Co.
Richard Shu
Sea Ray of Louisville
St. Matthews Feed and Seed
Steve and Merry-Kay Poe
Stites & Harbison PLLC
Tavia Cathcart Brown
The Butchertown Social
The Inner Warrior 
The Plant Kingdom
Tom Wilburn and Chad Tolbert
Tom’s Terrariums
Trees Louisville
V-Grits
Valerie J. Smith
Waterfront Development Corporation

ONE MORE 
SPECIAL THANKS

In 2019 an anonymous donor sponsored the 
planting of 250,000 daffodil bulbs along 
Interstate 71 and the Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens site by Brightside. It is beautiful 
 when they are all in bloom in March.

AND A LITTLE 
RECOGNITION
Recipient of the 2019 GLI 
Inc.credible Award for 
Non-Profit of the Year
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